


 

N
on-Binding Expression of Interest – Phase II Rural Broadband Experim

ent 
 O

m
niTel Com

m
unications (“O

m
niTel”) subm

its this Expression of Interest (“EO
I”) for Connect Am

erica 
Phase II Rural Broadband Experim

ents per Federal Com
m

unications Com
m

ission (“FCC”) O
rder, FCC 14-

5.  This is Stage 1 of the FCC’s Phase II experim
ent proposals and O

m
niTel anxiously aw

aits release of the 
Stage 2 form

al proposal requirem
ents.   

 Entity Background 
 O

m
niTel, headquartered in N

ora Springs, Iow
a, w

as founded in 1904 as a rural independent telephone 
com

pany.  For over 100 years, m
aking the com

m
unities w

e serve better places to live, w
ork and play, 

has been our m
ission. O

f course 100 years ago, w
e accom

plished that m
ission by supplying these 

com
m

unities w
ith w

ireline telephone service. Today w
e are continuing our com

m
itm

ent by providing 
the m

ost up-to-date fiber optic infrastructure. 
 A fiber optics netw

ork w
ill keep those w

e serve m
ore connected. The value in this netw

ork goes far 
beyond connecting our com

m
unities w

ith their friends and fam
ilies. It m

akes it possible for new
 

businesses to relocate in our rural com
m

unities. It brings distance learning opportunities to our schools. 
And it links our m

edical facilities to m
ajor hospitals, bringing w

orld-class m
edical care and expertise to 

all of us-no m
atter w

here w
e live.  

 O
m

niTel’s com
m

itm
ent spans w

ith its continual planning and its w
ork w

ith neighboring com
m

unities to 
extend out Broadband access.   
 Proposed Service Area 
 The proposed service area of this EO

I covers the follow
ing census tract num

bers in Floyd County, Iow
a:   

 19067480100, 19067480200, 19067480300, 19067480400, and 19067480500  
 In addition, the proposed service area covers the follow

ing census tract num
bers in M

itchell County, 
Iow

a:   
 19131560100, 19131560200 and 19131560300    
 O

m
niTel anticipates this project w

ould be able to provide Broadband access to a total of 2,031 locations 
identified by the FCC’s Experim

ent Eligible Locations spreadsheet considered as Eligible High Cost 
locations once com

pleted.  
 Floyd County has a total population of 16,303, a land area of 500.6 square m

iles, w
ith a population 

density of 32 people per square m
ile. The county’s largest city (Charles City) has a population of 7,652.  

O
m

niTel has studied the Charles City area over the past several years in an effort to expand Broadband 
coverage to the residents and businesses.  How

ever, financially w
e have not been able to prove out a 

business plan that w
ould be an efficient and sound business decision w

ithout financial support to aid in 
the construction.  M

itchell County has a total population of 10,772, a land area of 469 square m
iles, w

ith 
a population density of 23 people per square m

ile.     
 



 The rural environm
ent is an asset to the quality of life in both Floyd and M

itchell Counties, by providing 
opportunities for recreation, education, and a choice lifestyle.  It is a road block how

ever, to the 
prosperity of the counties and its citizens. The lack of Broadband is having a negative im

pact on the 
com

m
unities w

ithin these counties.  
 O

m
niTel has been and continues to be com

m
itted to being a strong supporter of the com

m
unities it 

serves.  The proposed projects in Floyd and M
itchell Counties w

ould allow
 O

m
niTel to expand its ability 

to aide com
m

unity anchor institutions by reaching out to the rural areas that have been lacking 
broadband.  O

m
niTel is currently researching several opportunities that w

ill enable broadband to be 
utilized by com

m
unity anchor institutions in the proposed service areas.   

 Broadband Technology 
 O

m
niTel anticipates building a hybrid netw

ork, in w
hich it w

ill build out Fiber-to-the-Prem
ises (FTTP) for 

a portion of the proposed project area in order to provide a m
uch needed high-speed, robust, scalable 

Broadband netw
ork.  W

ithin the proposed service area, w
here there is any population density at all, 

only fiber w
ill support the continual increase of broadband dem

and for the long term
 w

ithout 
prohibitive upgrade costs.  O

m
niTel w

ill extend out w
ith a Broadband W

ireless Access (BW
A) netw

ork 
deploym

ent in those m
ost isolated locations, or, until it can be supplanted by fiber technology.   

 The FTTP netw
ork architecture w

ould provide a robust, broadband netw
orking solution that offers 

virtually unlim
ited bandw

idth and the flexibility to m
eet the custom

ers dem
and for tw

o-w
ay, 

interactive, m
ultim

edia-based services for years to com
e.  FTTP technology w

ill enable O
m

niTel the 
ability to offer the residents in the rural area w

ith the sam
e level of Broadband services that is being 

experienced w
ithin tow

n. The BW
A netw

ork w
ill be built using licensed spectrum

.  The proposed fixed 
w

ireless netw
ork w

ill be based on a Release 10 (R10) LTE-Advanced design. This technology w
ill allow

 for 
isolated locations to be served at a m

ore econom
ically feasible basis.  This hybrid design w

ill allow
 

O
m

niTel to m
axim

ize its coverage area, provide Broadband to m
ore users, offer m

ore applications and 
provide users w

ith an overall better experience.    
 O

m
niTel has extensive experience w

ith building and m
aintaining both extensive FTTP netw

orks and 
fixed w

ireless netw
orks.  

 Service O
fferings 

 The service offerings anticipated by O
m

niTel w
ill include carrier-class telephony, high-speed Internet 

access, digital m
ultim

edia, Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP), and interactive, tw
o-w

ay Broadband 
services.  The follow

ing speed tiers are expected to be available to all hom
es and businesses passed 

w
ithin the proposed project area served by FTTP, including Com

m
unity Anchor Institutions:  

  5M
B / 1.5M

B 
10M

B / 2M
B 

15M
B / 3M

B 
50M

B / 5M
B 

100M
B / 5M

B 
  



 In the areas w
here a fixed BW

A is being utilized, O
m

niTel w
ill offer the follow

ing speed tiers:  
 5M

B / 2M
B 

10M
B / 2M

B   
 These speeds, both FTTP and BW

A, w
ill be offered at prices com

parable to rates in neighboring 
com

m
unities.   

 O
m

niTel estim
ates the project to be com

pleted w
ithin 18-24 m

onths of aw
ard.  Build out w

ill be 
dependent on construction conditions.   
 Funding 
 O

m
niTel has not com

pleted a detailed engineering design yet to determ
ine actual costs to build out the 

hybrid FTTP / Fixed BW
A netw

ork, costs w
hich w

ill be dependent on density, route m
iles and terrain.  As 

such, O
m

niTel does not have estim
ated pricings for the cost to com

plete this project. It is expected that 
the project w

ill be able to be com
pleted w

ithin the funding constraints proposed for CAF Phase II.    
O

m
niTel expects to request funding in equal increm

ents over the construction tim
efram

e.      
 O

nce the final rules and budget for the Rural CAF Experim
ent are released by the FCC and in preparation 

of subm
itting a proposal, O

m
niTel w

ill better define the project to determ
ine the m

ost feasible and 
efficient netw

ork design that w
ill m

axim
ize the service area to be covered. In addition, O

m
niTel w

ill be 
com

pleting a detailed engineering design prior to subm
ission of its proposal to firm

 up the actual costs 
that w

ould be attributed to this project. The funding request of O
m

niTel is due to the high cost of 
building a robust, scalable, high-speed broadband and voice netw

ork in rural Iow
a.   

 Conclusion 
 O

m
niTel appreciates the opportunity the FCC is providing by allow

ing telecom
m

unication providers to 
subm

it an Expression of Interest for the Rural CAF Experim
ent.  W

e w
ould also like to thank the FCC for 

taking this proposed project into consideration as the final rules and budget are set for the available 
experim

ents.  As stated above, w
e are considering a hybrid FTTP and Fixed BW

A netw
ork build w

ithin 
the listed census tracts in Floyd and M

itchell Counties in the State of Iow
a.  The proposed Broadband 

netw
ork w

ould provide the residents, businesses and CAI’s w
ith a high-speed, robust, scalable 

Broadband netw
ork.  By offering advanced technologies through local custom

er service, O
m

niTel seeks 
to enhance econom

ic developm
ent, add to the quality of life of our custom

ers and keep custom
ers 

connected through broadband. It is estim
ated that approxim

ately 2,031 locations w
ould be able to gain 

broadband access upon the com
pletion of the build.   

 O
m

niTel is a very strong, healthy, dedicated and com
m

itted telecom
m

unications provider.  The staff is 
extrem

ely know
ledgeable and holds the w

herew
ithal to com

plete the FTTP overbuild in addition to the 
Fixed BW

A build w
ithin Floyd and M

itchell Counties. O
nce com

pleted, O
m

niTel w
ill be able to deliver 

advanced services to each person w
ho lives and w

orks w
ithin the proposed service area.   

  


