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Reclassify Internet Service Providers As Common Carriers.  

Picture it this way: The Internet would be divided into slow and fast lanes. Most of
these companies doing this are really double dipping. They charge you for Internet 
access and then they charge Netflix so users wanting to access Netflix don't have 
their connections slowed down. In the wake of the recent and unfortunate (but 
expected) D.C. Circuit Court ruling in Verizon Wireless v. FCC that struck down the 
Net Neutrality rules Comcast has announced a deal with Netflix in which Netflix will
pay Comcast to stop slowing down access to Netflix's streaming service. Verizon has 
since said they plan to make Netflix also pay for Verizon users accessing Netflix. 
By the way since this ruling Verizon Communications is already testing the waters to
see what it can get away with by throttling access to Amazon Web Services. A lot of 
infrastructure including Netflix streaming is powered by Amazon.

Picture it this way the Internet is a series of roads and highways. Your device 
whether a desktop or laptop computer, a tablet or smartphpone etc is a car. You pay 
to access the Internet and can access it on any device you own (you don't need a 
Comcast computer for Comcast's Internet or a TWC computer for TWC Internet) and you 
pay for broadband Internet access. All ISPs should be dumb pipes that take you to 
the same Internet. You just pay for an Internet connection. All businesses and 
consumers pay for Internet service already. Then you should be free to go anywhere 
you want to on the Internet. However, these companies are saying in addition to 
charging users for Internet access we will charge the websites they frequently go 
to. Now perhaps Netflix can afford the fee they have agreed to pay Comcast but when 
they have to pay to TWC and Verizon also Netflix will have to raise its prices to 
remain profitable and may end up losing some subscribers. However, even if Netflix 
can afford to pay the fee many startups with limited capital cannot. This way ISPs 
get to pick winners and losers. They privilege websites that pay them for 
prioritized faster access. So if Netflix pays TWC then TWC customers wanting to 
access Netflix get a faster streaming experience. Those websites either unwilling or
unable to pay the toll will have their bandwidth reduced and web traffic to sites 
that load slowly will reduce. Instead of the market choosing what works the future 
Googles and Yahoos of the world won't have a chance. Imagine if Twitter or Facebook 
had to pay these tolls when they were first created few users would ever use their 
services because ISPs would slow down connections to their site and consumers will 
frequent only to the faster loading sites. 

In protest of Verizon's throttling Amazon Web Services I am boycotting the Verizon 
Cloud.  

It is really infuriating that the ISPs are doing this. Unfortunately, since 2002 the
telco and cable market has become monopolized. AT and T's Ma Bell system was put 
back together between 2005-2008 with SBC Communications  and  Bell South re-merging 
with AT and T. Under the Clinton Administration antitrust officials and the FCC 
considered such mergers unthinkable. Yet they were approved under Bush's Presidency 
unfortunately. They deregulated stating with competition no regulation is needed not
even competition mandates and we lost competition. The only way the FCC can fix this
mess is by reclassifying broadband as a public utility (like dial-up) under Title II
of the Telecommunications Act and/or for Congress to pass a law restoring Net 
Neutrality. Please reclassify now.
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