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JAMES L. WINSTON
Executive Director
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(202) 463-8970 * Fax: (202) 429-0657

March 12, 2014

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Communication; MB Docket No. 09-182 (2010
Quadrennial Review), MB Docket No. 07-294 (Diversification of
Ownership)

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On March 12, 2014, the undersigned Executive Director and General
Counsel of the National Association of Black Owned Broadcasters, Inc.
(“NABOB”) sent the attached letter and related materials to Commissioner Ajit
Pai and Matthew Berry, Chief of Staff to Commissioner Pai. The letter responds
to a March 5, 2014 statement issued by Commissioner Pai regarding the Joint
Sales Agreement of television station WLOO, licensed to Tougaloo College,
Jackson, Mississippi.

In accordance with Section 1.1206(b) the Commission’s rules, this notice
1s being filed in the Commission’s Electronic Comment Filing System.

o

ames L. Winston
Executive Director and General Counsel

Singerely,




Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
March 12, 2014
Page 2 of 2

(v13% Commissioner Ajit Pai
Matthew Berry
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The Honorable Ajit Pai
Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  MB Docket No. 09-182 (2010 Quadrennial Review), MB Docket
No. 07-294 (Diversification of Ownership)

Dear Commissioner Pai:

We at NABOB read with great interest your March 5, 2014 statement
about Tougaloo College and their ownership of commercial television station
WLOO, Jackson, Mississippi. We were surprised and pleased to learn that a
historically Black college is the licensee of a commercial television station.

It appears that WLOO is the only commercial television station licensed to a
historically Black college. Given NABOB’s long time opposition to Joint
Sales Agreements (“JSAs”) and Shared Services Agreements (“SSAs™), we
were particularly interested in the information they provided to you about the
JSA in which they operate.

However, once we examined the WLOO situation closer, we were
very disappointed in what we found.

Tougaloo College, licensee of WLOO(TV), an affiliate of
MyNetwork TV (which is owned by Fox Entertainment Group), is in a JSA
with WDBD(TV), an affiliate of the Fox Network, licensed to American
Spirit Media. WDBD sells all of WLOO’s advertising time.
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However, WDBD is in a SSA with WLBT, an affiliate of the NBC Network, licensed to
Raycom Media. The Raycom website lists 57 television stations as “Raycom television
stations.” Included on that list are both WDBD and WUFX (the former call sign of WLOO) and
several other stations which Raycom operates through JSAs and/or SSAs. Both WLOO and
WDBD are operated out of the Raycom WLBT studio. The fact that Raycom lists WLOO and
WDBD as “Raycom television stations” strongly suggests that, in Raycom’s view, it has a
significant amount of control over these stations. I have attached some of the information we
obtained regarding these arrangements. Most notable is that WDBD closed its news department
when it entered into the SSA with WLBT.

Jackson, Mississippi is Nielsen Market No. 94; it is not a large television market. It has 7
commercial television stations. Under the WLBT/WDBD/WLOO arrangement, 3 of the 7
commercial stations in Jackson are operated out of the same studio under JSA and SSA
agreements. It does not appear that there is any way that Raycom could be allowed to own
either, and certainly not both, of these stations consistent with Section 73.3555(b) of the
Commission’s Rules. This appears to be exactly the type of concentration of broadcast
television station control that Section 73.3555(b) is intended to prevent.

As you know, increasing ownership of broadcast stations by African Americans and other
minorities is one of NABOB’s chief goals. Therefore, we would like to see Tougaloo College
have a long successful tenure as licensee of WLOO. However, we believe that the JSA
arrangement under which WLOO is currently operated needs to be amended such that it provides
a clear plan and timetable for Tougaloo College to operate the station without a JSA or SSA
operator. We do not believe that this current arrangement is one that should be used as the
example for allowing continued operation of JSAs across the country.

I look forward to discussing this and the other matters pending in the Quadrennial

Review with you further. Best regards.
> —~ iZW

es L. Winston
xecutive Director and General Counsel
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WLOO

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

WLOO is the MyNetwork TV-affiliated television station for

Jackson, Mississippi that is licensed to Vicksburg. It
broadcasts a standard definition digital signal on UHF
channel 41 (or virtual channel 35.1 via PSIP) from a
transmitter on Thigpen Road in Raymond. The station can

also be seen on Cable ONE channel 9 and Comcast channel

11. Owned by Tougaloo College, WLOO is operated
through a joint sales agreement (JSA) with American Spirit
Media-owned Fox affiliate WDBD. In turn, both television
outlets are controlled by Raycom Media (owner of NBC
affiliate WLBT) through a shared services agreement.
WLOO shares studios with WDBD, and WLBT on South
Jefferson Street in Downtown Jackson. Syndicated
programming on this outlet includes The Office, 30 Rock,
Family Feud, and America's Court with Judge Ross
among others.
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History

The station signed-on September 29, 2003 as WUFX, airing

an analog signal on UHF channel 35. The station was
Jackson's second Fox affiliate; until its launch, there was no
over-the-air affiliate in the area because WDBD had
dropped the network in favor of The WB almost two years
earlier in October 2001. Throughout its Fox affiliation,
WUFX was known on-air as "Fox 35" and used the slogan
"Fox For You".

http://en.wikipedia.org MikWWLOO

WLOO - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Channel 35 would have officially begun broadcasting at 11 in the morning on September 7 in time for the start of
the 2003 NFL season. However, two members of the tower construction crew had shots fired at them at the
station's analog transmitter site in Edwards on August 31. As a result, all work was halted for 22 days while the
Hinds County Sheriff's Department conducted an investigation. Deputies eventually decided it was safe for the
construction crew to resume work on WUFX's transmitter and even provided on-site security until its completion.

In early-2006, it was announced The WB and UPN would merge to form The CW. At the same time, News
Corporation (owner of Fox) made public another new network called MyNetwork TV would be launching as well.
UPN affiliate WRBJ was announced as the new station for The CW while WUFX would join MyNetworkTV. In
advance of the switch to MyNetwork TV, WUFX and WDBD swapped affiliations. On July 3, 2006, the station
temporarily picked up The WB but began identifying itself on-air as "My 35" in anticipation of joining the new
network. After joming MyNetworkTV, it continued carrying WB programming in a secondary nature until that
network shut down September 17. Meanwhile, WDBD rejoined Fox and became known on-air as "Fox 40",
WUFX and WDBD were sold by Jackson Television to Roundtable Broadcasting in early-2010. However, the
latter's licensee listing with the FCC still says Jackson Television.

Vicksburg Broadcasting filed to sell WUFX and WBMS-CA to American Spirit Media in July 2012. As American
Spirit also acquired WDBD and WXMS-LP from Roundtable Broadcasting, the WUFX license was then sold for
$1 to Tougaloo College, though American Spirit operates the station under a joint sales agreement. Raycom Media,

owner of WLBT, will in turn operate the American Spirit stations under a shared services agreement.[l] Tougaloo
intends to use WUFX to teach its students about the operation of television stations.[2) On November 13, the
transaction to was consummated.[>] On April 15, 2013, the call letters were changed to WLOO. !

Digital television

Digital channel
Channel Video Video PSIP Short Name Programming/”!
351 480i 43 | WLOO-DT ‘Main WLOO programming / My Network TV

Analog-to-digital conversion

WLOO (as WUFX) shut down its analog signal, over UHF channel 35, on May 4, 2009, as part of the federally
mandated transition from analog to digital television. (6] The station's digital signal remained on its pre-transition UHF
channel 41, using PSIP to display WLOO's virtual channel as 35 on digital television receivers.

WUFX was granted an original construction permit after the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) finalized
the digital television allotment plan on April 21, 1997. As a result , the station did not receive a companion channel
for a digital television station.

Newscast

In April 2010, WDBD began producing a weeknight half-hour newscast on WUFX. Known as Fox 40 News at
10 on My 35, the program was presented in high definition and competed against long standing news broadcasts
seen on the market's big three stations. After American Spirit Media completed its acquisition of WDBD and

hitp://en.wikipedia.org MikiMLOO 213
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entered into the shared services agreement with WLBT, the Fox station's news department was shut down.
Production of WDBD's newscasts was assumed by WLBT on November 12, 2012 with all of the news
programming retained except for the 10 p.m. show on WUFX since it would compete with WLBT.

References

1.~ Seyler, Dave (August 1, 2012). "T'V dealings in the Jackson MS market" (http://rbr.com/tv-dealings-in-the-
Jjackson-ms-market/). Television Business Report. Retrieved August 3, 2012.

2. ”~ Associated Press (August 2, 2012). "Tougaloo College to acquire Vicksburg-based TV station"
(http//www .clarionledger.com/viewart/20120802/NEWS/120802046/Tougaloo-College-acquire- Vicksburg-based-
TV-station?odyssey=tab). The Clarion-Ledger. Retrieved August 3, 2012.

3. ~ httpv//licensing.fcc.gov/cgi-bin/ws.exe/prod/cdbs/pubacc/prod/app_det.pl? Application_id=1524273

4. ~ "Call Sign History" (http//licensing.fcc.gov/cgi-bin/ws.exe/prod/cdbs/pubacc/prod/call_hist.pl?
Facility id=84253&Callsign=WLOO). CDBS Public Access. Federal Communications Commission. Retrieved April
16, 2013.

5. ” RabbitEars TV Query for WLOO (http//www.rabbitears.info/market.php?
request=station_search&callsign=WILOO#station)

6. ~ List of Digital Full-Power Stations (http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-06-1082A2.pdf)

External links

» Query the FCC's TV station database for WLOO (http//www.fcc.gov/fce-binvtvq?cal=WLOO)
= BIAfn's Media Web Database -- Information on WLOO-TV (http//www.bia.com/Broadcast-
Media/Resources/Station-Search/resources_search_result.asp?calll=WLOO&media=TV)

Retrieved from "http//en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=WLOO&0ldid=594066552"
Categories: MyNetworkTV affiliates = Television channels and stations established in 2003
Channel 35 virtual TV stations in the United States Channel 41 digital TV stations in the United States

Television stations in Mississippi | Raycom Media

= This page was last modified on 5 February 2014 at 16:48.

= Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.
By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

http://en.wikipedia.org Miki WLOO 33



3/11/2014

RAYCOM COMPANIES

COMPANIES

Broadview Media

Tupelo-Honey Raycom

TELEVISION STATIONS

STATION

KAIT

KCBD
KFVE/KGMV/KGMD
KFVS

KGMB
KHNL/KOGG/KHBC
KLTV

KMSB

KOLD

KPLC

KSLA

KTRE

KTTU

Kyou

WAFB

WAFF
WALB
WALB
WAVE
WBRC
WBTV
WBXH
WCsC
WDAM
wDBD
WDFX
WECT
WFIE
WFLX

WFXG
http:/Amwww.raycommedia.com/companies/

Raycom Media - Companies

Montgomery, AL

New York, NY

MARKET
Jonesboro
Lubbock
Honolulu
Cape Girardeau
Honolulu
Honolulu
Tyler/Lufkin
Tucson
Tucson
Lake Charles
Shreveport
Tyler/Lufkin
Tucson
Ottumwa

Baton Rouge

Huntsville
Albany
Albany
Louisville
Birmingham
Charlotte
Baton Rouge
Charleston
Hattiesburg
Jackson
Dothan
Wilmington
Evansville
West Palm Beach

Augusta

STATE
AR
TX
H
MO
H
H
T
AZ
AZ
LA
LA
TX

AZ

LA

AL
GA
GA
KY
AL
NC
LA
scC
MS
MS

AL

Raycom Sports

AFFILIATE
ABC
NBC
MNTV
cBS
8BS
NBC
ABC
FOX
CBS
NBC
8BS
ABC
MNTV
MNTV

CBS

NBC
ABC
NBC
NBC
FOX
CBS
MNTV
CBS
NBC
FOX
FOX
NBC
NBC
FOX

FOX

Charlotte, NC

DMA

181
143
69
81
69
69
108
7%
71
175
82
108
71
201

93

78
151
151
49
44
25
93
g5
167
94
172
131
104
38

112

12



3/11/2014

WIS
WLBT
WLOX
WLOX
WMBF
WMC
WOIO

WPGX

wawQ/waTtv
WSFA

WSFX

WTNZ

WTOC

WTOL

WTVM

WUAB

WUFX

WUPV

wupPw

WVUE

WWBT

WXIX

WXTX

http:/Amw.raycommedia.com/companies/

Raycom Media - Companies

Columbia
Jackson
Biloxi

Bitoxi

Myrtle Beach
Memphis
Cleveland

Panama City

Cape Girardeau
Montgomery
Wilmington
Knoxville
Savannah
Toledo
Columbus
Cleveland
Jackson
Richmond
Toledo

New Orleans
Richmond
Cincinnati

Columbus

5C

MS

MS

MS

SC

N

OH

FL

MO

AL

NC

N

GA

OH

GA

OH

MS

VA

OH

LA

VA

OH

GA

Copyright 2014 Raycom Media, Inc. All rights reserved.

NBC

NBC

ABC

CBS

NBC

NBC

CBS

FOX

w

NBC

FOX

FOX

cBS

CBS

ABC

MNTV

MNTV

w

FOX

FOX

NBC

FOX

FOX

77

94

160
160
102
50

19

81
120
131
61
92
76
126
19
94
57
76
51
57

35

126

212



37712014 TV dealings in the Jackson MS market | Radio & Television Business Report

CHANNEL OPP@RTUNITY _ Npsstow

The Way to Piay in a Digital World "

GET OUR DAILY

B NEWSLETTERS
E= si6N uP HERE

Radio & Television Business Report

Hello, James Winston | Logout

[ Y
enter search terms L submit

* Home
* Premium Content »
* Radio News »

e TV/Cable News »

¢ Medi WS »

* E-Newsletiers »

& (Cl »

* Media Links »

u,“ gg'lversa‘ The BEST Original Gomedy Bits
B Necwork PLUS 20 Pagesof Written Material a Day!

Home » Broadcast News » TV dealings in the Jackson MS market

TV dealings in the Jackson MS market

By RBR-TVBR on Aug, I 2012 with Comments 0
E 0 Tweet 0 Q 0 Share 2

A flurry of FCC filings reveal maneuvers in Jackson MS that will place American Spirit Media in the odd position of having a JSA with one
company and an SSA with another.

For starters, using licensee name WDBD License Subsidiary LLC, Thomas B. Henson’s ASM will be acquiring Fox/Me-TV WDBD-TV Jackson and WXMS-LP Natchez MS
from Marc Jaromin’s Jackson Broadcasting LLC for $12M cash.

Meanwhile, ASM is also listed as the buyer on a contract for the acquisition of MNTV WUFX-TV Vicksburg, In that deal, the seller is Vicksburg Broadcasting LLC, headed by
trustee Lee Shubert. The deal is for $500K.

However. for the princely sum of $1.00, ASM s signing the station over to non-commercial educational institution Tougaloo College, listed as an historically African- American four
year liberal arts institution.

Finally, ASM is acquirng WBMS-CA Jackson MS from Shubert’s licensee. That deal is aiso for $500K.

Now the fun begins — ASM will enter into a shared services agreement with Raycom, licensee of NBC WLBT-TV in the market. At the same time, it will enter into a JSA with
Tougaloo to keep its hand in the aforementioned pending acquisition of WUFX.

American Spirit owns five other stations: WUPYV Richmond (Ashland VA), WXTX Columbus GA, KYOU Ottumwa IA, WSFX Wilmington NC and WUPW Toledo OH.
Filed Under Broadcast News TV Deals

About The Author: RBR-TVBR has been reporting on the business of broadcasting for nearly three decades. Beholden to no one, it is independently owned.
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