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I. San Antonio recognizes the importance of wireless and broadband deployment to its 
residents and to economic development.        

 The City has granted hundreds of collocation requests in the last three years alone.  

 The City has approved the installation of new wireless technologies, such as DAS and 

small cell solutions.  

 Subject to building code and other public safety requirements, San Antonio permits 

both collocations and new wireless tower siting as of right in industrial and non-

historic commercial zones in the City.  

II. But San Antonio also recognizes that other vital interests—including historic 
preservation, environmental concerns, and public safety—are critical to economic 
development, quality of life, and protecting the community’s cultural heritage.   

A. San Antonio is home to over 2000 individual landmarks, 27 different locally 

designated historic districts, and 19 sites on the National Register of Historic 

Places, including the Alamo, the River Walk, and five Spanish Missions, which 

are  pending designation as a World Heritage site by the United Nations.  

 These historic resources contribute significantly to the City’s tourist trade, 

economic growth, and cultural heritage.  

 To protect these historic and cultural resources, the City subjects proposed 

alterations of existing structures in historic districts, river front properties (Rio 

District), and the Riverwalk area to review and approval.  

B. San Antonio’s primary water source is the Edwards Aquifer – a large portion of 

which lies under the City.  A state agency, the Edwards Aquifer Authority, is 

charged with regulating and protecting ground water in the Aquifer.  

 The City’s Code complements the Authority’s mission by imposing 

conditions on any “development” over the Aquifer Recharge Zone to prevent 

degradation of surface water over the Aquifer.  
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 For wireless infrastructure over the Aquifer Recharge Zone, that would 

include conditions to prevent leakage from fuel tanks, batteries or generators.  

C. San Antonio protects public safety with reasonable limitations on tower heights 

and set backs, while working with the wireless industry to accommodate tower 

deployment throughout the community. 

 The City Code restricts tower heights in areas around two San Antonio 

airports and several federal military installations consistent with federal law. 

 The City Code requires set backs for wireless towers in and adjacent to 

residential zones to protect residential areas from potential personal injury and 

property damage resulting from a falling tower.  The City also requires 

structural safety analysis for all collocations. 

 The City also leases City-owned property for tower siting and collocation in 

all zones, including residential zones.  This win-win policy allows wireless 

facilities to penetrate residential zones in a less intrusive manner. 

III. The FCC should not, and need not, construe Section 6409(a) to inhibit San Antonio’s 
ability to impose historic preservation, environmental protection or public safety 
conditions on wireless siting projects, or to give the wireless industry free access to City-
owned property.           

A. An eligible facilities request that does not comply with a locality’s generally 

applicable historic preservation, environmental protection or public safety 

requirements is a “substantial change.” 

B. Conditioning approval of an eligible facilities request on compliance with a 

locality’s generally applicable historic preservation, environmental protection or 

public safety requirements is consistent with Section 6409(a)’s “shall approve” 

language.  

C. Access to City-owned property is outside the scope and reach of Section 6409(a). 

IV. San Antonio’s balancing process has worked well—it has promoted widespread wireless 
and broadband deployment while, at the same time, protecting public safety, historic and 
cultural resources, and environmentally sensitive areas.  The FCC should not disturb that 
balance.            

 


