
March 14, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC 20554     

Re: Expression of Interest - Rural Broadband Experiment; WC Docket 10-90 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Charter Communications, Inc. (Charter), a facilities-based broadband, voice and video service 
provider serving many rural and less densely populated communities today in the Midwest, 
South and Northwest, hereby provides this expression of interest in the Commission’s Rural 
Broadband Experiment (Experiment) under WC Docket 10-90.   

Charter supports the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC’s) efforts to expand support 
under the Connect America Fund (CAF) program to non-incumbent service providers, including 
cable operators.  Depending on the structure of the Experiment and the applicable requirements, 
Charter may be interested seeking funds to expand into unserved areas. 

As a leading broadband provider in many rural markets Charter has deployed an extensive fiber-
based network that offers scalable broadband Internet access, voice and video services to 
millions of homes and businesses in rural areas.  As such, Charter’s participation in the 
Experiment would provide the Commission valuable information concerning potential best 
practices, and the actual costs of deploying broadband networks in high-cost, low density areas. 

Proposed Technology 

If it chooses participates in the Experiment Charter would leverage its existing broadband 
network in order to deploy high speed broadband to unserved homes, businesses and community-
based institutions in certain rural markets the company already serves.  Currently, Charter offers 
residential services using DOCSIS 3.0 and fiber to the premises for various businesses, including 
schools and libraries.  Further deployment of such network facilities will permit the company to 
provision high-speed, scalable, IP-based broadband Internet access services to residences, 
businesses and community-based institutions in unserved rural areas.  
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Proposed Services 

Deployment of these network facilities would permit the company to expand the capacity and 
functionality of its existing DOCSIS 3.0 powered cable broadband network to deliver numerous 
broadband, voice and video services to these rural areas.  Specifically, the deployment of this 
fiber and associated DOCSIS technology would permit Charter to provide broadband service at 
variable speeds and service tiers.  Currently, Charter provides its residential broadband 
customers with a base speed of 30 Mbps as well as a faster 100 Mbps tier.  Business broadband 
offerings are designed to meet the specific needs of a customer with speeds up to 10 Gbps.  In 
addition, the company would anticipate offering voice telephony services and video service 
offerings.

Proposed Service Areas 

Charter’s current network footprint in the Midwest, South and Northwest reaches many rural 
areas in these regions.  The company will need additional time to evaluate our contiguous service 
areas in order to identify potentially suitable unserved areas to deploy broadband solutions under 
this Experiment.  Charter is open to working with Community Anchor Institutions (CAI) such as 
libraries, schools, healthcare clinics and hospitals as well as local governments to best serve 
consumers in the area.   

Funding Request 

As other filers have indicated, further clarification from the Commission on key issues such as 
the scope of required service coverage in particular census blocks or tracts; the potential 
application of build-out schedules; and, what additional obligations may be imposed upon 
program participants will be necessary to finalize Charter’s plans.  As the parameters of the 
Experiment are further developed and Charter identifies areas of interest, we would expect to 
provide the FCC with more detailed information regarding funding required and whether we 
would expect to seek such funding on a one-time or recurring basis.

Respectfully submitted, 

_/s/ Alex Hoehn-Saric___

Alex Hoehn-Saric 
Senior Vice President 
Charter Communications 


