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March 19, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Ex Parte Communication in MB Docket Nos. 04-256, 09-182, 10-71 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On Tuesday, March 18, 2014, Senator Gordon H. Smith of the National Association of 
Broadcasters and the undersigned met in separate meetings with Commissioner Pai 
and his Chief of Staff, Matthew Berry and Commissioner O’Rielly and his Senior Legal 
Advisor, Courtney Reinhard to discuss broadcaster concerns with reported proposals 
to treat any television joint sales agreements (JSAs) for more than 15% of inventory 
as an ownership interest. 

Senator Smith thanked the Commissioners for their public statements of concern 
about the impact of the proposed change.  He explained, as documented in prior NAB 
filings and described in the attached chart (previously filed Feb. 18, 2014) that JSAs 
and sharing arrangements allow local broadcasters to better serve their communities.
Substantial evidence before the Commission shows that these arrangements serve 
the FCC’s interest in promoting localism and diversity.

NAB also commented that broadcaster JSAs in many instances are needed so that 
stations can remain competitive against others in local advertising markets, including 
pay TV providers who jointly sell local ads.  Finally, I shared the attached blog post 
which had responded to blogs by senior FCC officials.



Marlene H. Dortch, Esq. 
March 19, 2014 
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NAB is very concerned that the Commission is taking actions to prevent and terminate 
sharing arrangements among broadcasters without properly considering its duty to 
look holistically at its ownership rules.  We expressed specific opposition to new 
processing guidelines adopted without a Commission level decision. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Mago 
Executive Vice President & General Counsel 
National Association of Broadcasters 

cc: Commissioner Pai 
 Commissioner O’Rielly 
 Matthew Berry 
 Courtney Reinhard 

Attachments
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