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Having read and considered the many filings I wish to recommend that as many of the 
proposals be implemented as possible in order to give licensees of AM stations the 
maximum flexibility to serve the public within the limitations for their specific 
station.  For instance concerning FM translators the present rules for use with an 
AM station do not allow some stations to have significant translator coverage like 
my two stations KCEG and KJME are more than 20 miles outside of the major population
centers in any direction.  In addition there may be no translator channels available
when a window for translators is opened in some areas.  Likewise not every licensee 
may feel that conversion to non-hybrid digital would serve their listening audience.
In particular an AM station playing a nostalgia format targeting older listeners may
determine that their listeners are not interested in buying new radios to hear the 
same program they can hear now. Likewise digital solutions that require migration to
a new frequency band with no radios may require a lengthy dual operation period with
the attendant increase costs of operating dual facilities until the public 
penetration of new radios is significant...likely on the order of 10 to 15 years 
based on current HD receiver adoption.  Power increases might improve coverage where
that can meet international treaty obligations however that might not be practical 
in border areas for many years in the future when the treaties can be successfully 
modified to meet current concerns.
Modifications of technical rules such as antenna efficiency standards will give 
licensees more flexibility to meet land availability and zoning rules when the tower
site is lost so that community service can be maintained.  Allocation standards 
changes such as relaxation of the ratchet rule and relaxation of Class A skywave 
protections will help especially in the face of the reduction of practical coverage 
nighttime due to rising broadband noise levels and the legitimization of off channel
digital noise nationwide built into the design of the HD digital transmission 
system.  Changes in the nighttime city grade standards will allow maintenance of 
night operation when it becomes necessary to move a transmitter site outside of the 
community to find suitable vacant land. Overall let the licensee decide how best to 
serve their own community and give them as much flexibility as practical to carry 
out that decision.  Respectfully, Timothy C Cutforth President of Vir James 
Engineers and licensee of KCEG and KJME radio 
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