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Before the

Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C.

In the Matter of

)
Revitalization of the AM Radio Service ) MB Docket No. 13-249

)

REPLY COMMENTS OF MULLANEY ENGINEERING, INC.

The engineering consulting firm of Mullaney Engineering, Inc. hereby replies to certain
comments submitted in response to the Commission’s October 31, 2013 Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking in the above-captioned proceeding. 

We urge the Commission to adopt rules changes that can improve the service of AM
broadcast stations as soon as possible.  Adopting changes that offer real service improvements
to stations that are currently in operation as soon as practical is in the public interest.

Consideration should be given first to those proposals that “improve” the AM broadcast
service, by relaxing the current protection requirement between facilities, and the elimination
of the nighttime city of license coverage requirement.  These proposed rule changes are needed
now, not years from now.

Those items that appear to be “the low hanging fruit” should be picked first (acted upon)
other items that may require significant additional public input and thought should be set
aside for further action.

Rule changes that authorize minor changes should be modified to include any useable
frequency and should be simply to adopt the change.  The Commission has already visited this
type of minor change in frequency in the FM Broadcast Service, and it need not be discussed
and rehashed all over again.  The record is clear.  These types of minor changes are in the
public interest in that they ultimately result in a superior signal (service) than previously
authorized.
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FM Translator Window for AM Licensees and Permittees

Mullaney Engineering Inc., supports the opening of an exclusive AM only window as
many of the comments do in this proceeding, but urges the Commission to consider that a
general FM translator filing window is a better choice. 

A preference would be given to AM stations to resolve any MX issues should they occur
between applicants.  This diminishing resource (the FM Broadcast spectrum) needs to be open
to all applicants, not just the AM licensees/permittees.

Expanded AM Band

We support the comments of others that suggest that the expanded AM Band should
be open to all applicants. The same allocation standards that are in use in the “Standard” AM
Band should be used, including the use of directional antennas as needed. The expanded band
should be opened to all applicants with a preference given to NEW broadcast entrants and a
secondary preference given to existing licensees moving from the standard band. Applicants
that propose moving from the standard band to the expanded band would be “flash-cut”
applications.  Dual frequency licenses would not be allowed.  The standard band frequency
would be surrendered upon a grant of the expanded band license.

Migration of the AM Band to TV Channels 5 & 6

This would be a dramatic improvement in coverage and service to the public by those
stations that decide to migrate.  Those that do not migrate will reap the benefit of the
substantially few stations that remain.
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Respectfully Submitted,
John J. Mullaney, President
Mullaney Engineering, Inc.
9049 Shady Grove Court
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 921-0115


