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There are some AM stations that are no longer economically viable no matter who the 
owner is.  Those stations that have been dark for long periods of time need to be 
deleted as frequencies in that area.  That frequency would not be allocated again by
the Federal Communications Commission in the future. 
  
On the FCC list of dark AM stations, there are six that have been off-air since 
dates in 2012.  There are five stations that have been dark for over a year after 
first going dark in 2013.  The FCC should eliminate any AM station (FM as well) that
stays dark for one year.  For stations that have been on the dark list six months, 
when they return to the air, need to broadcast for at least the minimum broadcast 
schedule required for one year without returning to the dark list.  Any station that
cannot, that frequency gets deleted.

Since all changes in ownership have to be approved by the FCC, the agency needs to 
see if there is a pattern non-viability.  If various owners have failed to make the 
station economically viable, then the FCC should consider deleting that frequency in
that area.  Once again that frequency would not be allocated in the future.  The FCC
should start a program for owners of low power AM daytimers that are not 
economically viable to agree to eliminate those stations for economic incentives.  A
program such as this would be such as those that get owners of gross polluting 
vehicles to take them off the road for monetary incentives.

Unless there is a technology breakthrough that would allow AM stations to broadcast 
and reach listeners with high-fidelity digital programming, the band will continue 
to erode.  This errosion will happen not matter what "analog" technical fixes are 
deployed.  At least the band can be made healther in the short term with a less 
crowded band.
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