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SPECTRUM AUCTION TASK FORCE PRESENTATION - MARCH 13, 2014

1. Coalition Introduction
a.  Purpose
b.  Who we are
c.  How we compare to others
d.  Activities

2. Strict Adherence to the Act
a.  No change in LPTV spectrum-usage rights
b.  No change to LPTV Right of Displacement
c.  No change to definition of how Guard Band sizes are determined
d.  No change in definition of replicating station coverage areas (ie, using DMA)
e.  No change to LPTV secondary rights (for interference purposes only!)

3. NPRM Comments (ECFS 12-268 Coalition August 2013 submission)
a.  NPRM Item #030 - Displacement Application Evaluation Priorities
b.  NPRM Item #063 - Qualifications For Mutually Exclusive Groups
c.  NPRM Item #071 - Could The FCC Allow LPTV To Participate In The Auction?
d.  NPRM Item #091 - Small Entity New Channel Displacements
e.  NPRM Item #118 - No Repacking Protection For LPTV
f.  NPRM Item #346 - Bulk Purchasing & Bulk Services Purchasing
g.  NPRM Item #347 - Service Rule Waivers In Lieu of Reimbursement
h.  NPRM Item #348 - Procedures for Waiver Requests
i.  NPRM Item #352 - Proposed MVPD Eligible Reimbursement Costs
j.  NPRM Item #358 part 1 - Encourage Multicasting for Diverse Content
k.  NPRM Item #358 part 2 - LPTV City of License & DMA Displacement
l.  NPRM Item #359 - LPTV & TX Programming & Viewer Protections
m.  NPRM Item #360 - Initial Displacement Application Filing WIndow
n.  NPRM Item #361 - Mutual Exclusivity For Displacement Applications
o.  NPRM Item #367 - Shared Channel Spectrum Usage Rights

4. Media Bureau Issues
a. Immediate guidance needed for 3rd extension process of 2009 rural filing window CPs

5. Auction Act Changes
a.  LPTV as auction eligible (but the FCC is already empowered and obligated to analyze)
b.  LPTV relocation funding

6. Extra-Auction Issues
a. An LPTV auction to free up spectrum for TVWS and unlicensed use
b. Expansion of the 1999 DDSA to all LPTV for flex-use deployment in support of NBP
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LPTV Industry By The Numbers
FCC CDBS Data Dump & Industry Research March 2014

CD STATIONS 215 Licensed To Cover
Digital Class A Stations

LD STATIONS 712 Licensed To Cover
Digital LPTV Stations

TX STATIONS 5035 Licensed To Cover
Digital Translator Stations

CP’S 3620 All Construction Permits
A-D Conversion & 2009 WIndow

APP’S 706 All pending applications, some more 
than 5 years old!

LICENSEES 1718 The actual number of licensees 
which operate and control above

NETWORKS 183+ The content networks which utilize 
LPTV stations 

CHANNELS 2500+ The digital subchannels which air 
on the stations now CD & LD

CP CHANNELS 
POTENTIAL

14,400
28,960

If fully built out with 4 to 8 channels 
per license these are the number of 
potential diverse content channels 

The big problem is the huge bubble of CPs coming due in the middle of the auction process in 2015.  The 
LPTV service needs official guidance about this.

● Most all 2009 rural filing window CPs will be exhausting their 2nd extensions in 2014/2015.  The first 40+ of 
them have already applied for a 3rd Commissioner-level extension.  We need to know if this language is 
acceptable, and how long these CPs will be held until acted upon.

● All of the A-D conversion CPs are also due by Sept. of 2015 but then what?
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Key LPTV Rights
Guaranteed in the Spectrum Auction Act - from 47 CFR Parts 73 & 74 and others

The Right of 
Displacement

The Right of Displacement means LPTV 
licensees will re-engineer back into the 
New Core and occupy most all of the 
available channels.  These means only a 
small amount of TVWS will be available.

The Right of 
Extensions

The Right of Extensions means LPTV 
licensees have the right to apply for 
extensions to their construction permit 
build-outs, and to uitlize the long drawn 
out extended auction process as a reason.

The Right of 
Modifications

The Right of Modifications means LPTV 
licensees have the continuing right to 
modify their facilities, signals, and 
coverage areas to best suit their 
audiences and communities of license,

The Right of 
Interference 
Protection

The Right of Interference Protection 
means LPTV licensees have the right to be 
protected from TVWS devices, mobile 
broadband, and unlicensed users.  This 
does NOT mean large guard bands, but 
guard bands appropriately sized for both 
LTE and LPTV.

The Right of 
Service 
Waivers

The Right of Service Waivers means LPTV 
licensees have the right to request and be 
granted reasonable requests on a 
non-interfering basis to waivers for 
services such as flexible use transmission 
systems.

The Right of 
Innovation

The Right of Innovation means LPTV, 
which has for 30 years been at the leading 
edge of broadcast innovation, may 
continue to innovate, using and 
expanding such rules as the 1999 Digital 
Data Services Act.

The above is obviously a highly stylized version of 47 CFR Parts 73 & 74 and others in the regulations.  However, these are 
the key rights LPTV needs in order to be both protected and successful during and after the Spectrum Auction process.
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