
March 21, 2014 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communication Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Communication, WC Docket No. 13-184 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On March 12, 2014, Dennis Parman, Deputy Superintendent of the Montana Office of 
Public Instruction spoke via telephone with Nick Alexander, Chas Eberle, and Mark Walker of 
the Federal Communications Commission.  The purpose of the call was to discuss available data 
on the broadband needs of very small rural schools in Montana, the connection speeds available 
to those schools, and cost of those services. 

 Montana has 65 one room schools and most of the state’s 892 schools are very small.  
However, due to Montana’s population distribution, the K-12 student population is concentrated 
in a smaller number of urban and suburban schools.  Montana does not have a statewide research 
and education network.  Generally speaking, CenturyLink Charter serve urban areas and areas in 
eastern Montana and small rural telecommunications providers serve the rest of the state.  Most 
remote, single building schools are not on a district wide area network and connect directly to the 
Internet. 

 Mr. Parman explained that Montana has attempted several statewide educational 
technology surveys in the past with mixed results because many small schools do not have IT 
staff.  He noted that upcoming online assessments are accelerating the push to increase 
bandwidth to schools in Montana.  He will share the results of the Smarter Balanced technology 
readiness survey recently completed by approximately 80 schools.  Mr. Parman will also provide 
the following data: Education SuperHighway speed tests (40% of schools); a five-year survey of 
available connections for K-12 schools; a list of 20-30 Montana schools that do not have access 
to any broadband connection and a map of those schools; and the results of a statewide survey on 
the number of computers available to students.  Montana has set an informal target of three 
students per school-provided computer available for student use. 

Respectfully submitted,  

_____/s/______ 
Charles Eberle 
Attorney-Advisor, Telecommunications Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau 
 


