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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
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445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in GN Docket No. 13-185, Amendment of the Commission’s Rules with Regard to 
Commercial Operations in the 1695-1710 MHz, 1755-1780 MHz, and 2155-2180 MHz Bands

Dear Ms. Dortch:

NTELOS Holdings Corp. (“NTELOS”) files this ex parte letter in connection with the determination of 
service rules for the upcoming AWS-3 auction.  As an initial matter, NTELOS reiterates that the 
Commission must adopt a structure for the auction that allows competitive carriers to compete for 
necessary spectrum.  In addition, NTELOS believes that the Commission should conduct a meaningful 
review of DISH Network’s (“DISH”) recent proposal that the Commission adopt an interoperability 
requirement for the downlink band for 2110 MHz to 2200 MHz in any new AWS-3 rules.1 NTELOS
favors any efforts to promote interoperability across spectrum bands, and believes that the Commission
should adopt DISH’s proposal if it is satisfied that it conforms to industry standards, and would not 
impose material burdens on current or future advanced wireless service (“AWS”) licensees. NTELOS
further believes that the Commission should not shy away from considering the DISH proposal on its 
merits.

NTELOS is a regional provider of high-speed voice and data services for businesses in most areas of 
Virginia and West Virginia and select areas of Maryland, Ohio, Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
Pennsylvania. NTELOS’s licensed territories have a total population of approximately 8.0 million
residents, of which its wireless network covers approximately 6.0 million residents.  NTELOS has actively 
participated in recent Commission auction proceedings discussing the need for competitive carriers to 
have the ability to obtain additional spectrum.  Furthermore, the DISH proposal is of particular interest to 
NTELOS, as an AWS-1 license holder. 

The AWS-3 auction presents an important opportunity for NTELOS and other small and rural carriers to 
obtain additional spectrum to better enable them to both compete effectively against larger carriers and 

1 See Letter from Jeffrey H. Blum, DISH Network, to Marlene H. Dortch, FCC, GN Docket No. 13-185 (March 14, 2014).
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provide competitive services to their customers.  The auction will be most successful if many carriers 
participate, and if the spectrum is licensed so that it can be used efficiently by small carriers and new 
competitors.  NTELOS stresses again to the Commission that it has a duty to adopt auction rules that will 
encourage broad participation by, and permit for the success of, competitive carriers such as NTELOS. 
Such rules should include CMA license sizes, and 5x5 paired spectrum blocks, for as many available bands 
as possible.  The CMA license size is more manageable to smaller carriers and preserves their ability to 
obtain local and regional licenses suited to their business plans, while still allowing the larger carriers to 
aggregate their licenses into larger market areas.  By issuing smaller licenses, both in block size and 
geographic scope, both regional and nationwide carriers alike would have the opportunity to meaningfully 
participate in the AWS-3 auction.

The Commission should ignore any last ditch efforts to allow package bidding in the AWS-3 auction 
because it will bias the auction in favor of the largest and best-funded bidders, as well as prevent smaller 
carriers from winning the licenses they need to augment and expand their networks to serve rural areas.
As the Commission found in adopting service rules for the H Block auction, “a standard SMR auction 
format will offer adequate opportunity for bidders to aggregate licenses in order to obtain the level of 
coverage they desire consistent with their business plans.”2 The same rationale would apply to the AWS-3
auction.

In addition, NTELOS is generally supportive of efforts to promote interoperability across spectrum 
bands.  NTELOS was a proponent of 700 MHz interoperability, and agrees with the Commission’s prior 
statement in that proceeding that ensuring device interoperability would “promote the efficient use of 
spectrum, the availability of higher quality and lower priced offerings and enhanced choices for customers 
of all wireless broadband providers, overall timely deployment of nationwide wireless broadband 
coverage, and the delivery of such service to rural and underserved areas.”3 Similar benefits could 
potentially apply to DISH’s AWS-3 interoperability proposal.  For instance, if the upper AWS-4 band is 
part of the larger AWS downlink ecosystem, then AWS operators could potentially benefit from increases 
in economies of scale and lower costs as the result of DISH purchasing the same hardware and devices as 
everyone else.  In addition, if DISH’s spectrum is incorporated fully into the AWS downlink ecosystem, 
other small and rural AWS-3 license winners could potentially more easily enter into roaming, leasing, or 
partnership agreements with DISH and leverage that additional downlink capacity.

However, at this point, NTELOS has not had an opportunity to fully evaluate the technical claims made 
by DISH in their ex parte. While NTELOS is generally supportive of interoperability, it believes that the 
Commission should closely examine any such proposal and ensure that it conforms to industry standards, 
and that such proposal would not create any additional material burdens or harm on current or future 
AWS licenses.

2 Auction of H Block Licenses in the 1915-1920 MHz and 1995-2000 MHz Bands Scheduled for January 14, 2014; Notice Requirements, 
Reserve Price, Minimum Opening Bids, Upfront Payments, and Other Procedures for Auction 96, at ¶ 133, DA 13-1885, AU Docket No. 13-
178 (rel. Sept. 13, 2013).
3 Promoting Interoperability in the 700 MHz Commercial Spectrum, Report and Order and Order of Proposed Modification, WT
Docket No. 12-69 at ¶ 49 (rel. Oct. 29, 2013).
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As far as the timing of DISH’s proposal, NTELOS does not believe that it is too late for Commission 
consideration.  NTELOS believes that it would be much more advantageous to all carriers for the 
Commission to reach the correct decision regarding DISH’s interoperability proposal than it would be to 
dismiss the proposal as being not timely.  NTELOS believes that the Commission, and not 3GPP, is in 
the best position to determine interoperability policy for the good of all carriers. If, however, the FCC 
believes that DISH’s proposal has not been adequately noticed, NTELOS encourages the Commission to
issue a further notice on the issues raised promptly, and complete such rule making prior to the 
September 2014 auction.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Lazarus
of TELECOMMUNICATIONS LAW PROFESSIONALS PLLC
Counsel for NTELOS Holdings Corp.

Brian J. O’Neil
NTELOS Holdings Corp.
Executive Vice President, General Counsel
and Secretary

cc (via email):   Renee Gregory
John Leibovitz
Roger Sherman

00056977


