[ hope the FCC sees AT&T’s latest empty promise to lower customers Internet bills if
allowed to kill Net Neutrality as just that a ploy to fool the Commission and the
public into letting it do away with Network Neutrality so it can carve up the Internet
into slow and fast lanes. Slow lanes for us and fast lanes for them. AT&T even has
the gall to say startups, which would be hurt without Net Neutrality by lacking
access to the capital needed to pay their (by their I refer to AT&T) exorbitant tolls to
avoid their services being slowed down can also benefit from a world without Net
Neutrality. Now AT&T is trying to mislead the Commission and the public (on the
surface it seems as though they are suggesting the idea Net Neutrality advocates you
can have your cake and eat it too) and at the same time not have Net Neutrality.
They want to gut the Open Internet and investments that have made it successful.
Instead of making the necessary investments in improving their network
infrastructure that are possible they want to go to a system where users pay more
and content providers pay more.

In the pay TV world service providers have to pay content providers for carriage.
For example: look at the broadcast retransmission consent fees (that have from a
consumer standpoint become outrageous) as broadcasters demand higher fees and
service providers have to shift costs on to consumers with higher bills while
claiming to fight rate hikes. AT&T wants to turn this on its head completely and
dictate charges to content providers. They even have the gall to say startups with
limited capital can pay a small amount to have their traffic load faster than even a
big site like Netflix. Furthermore AT&T argues that if it tried to discriminate
consumers could leave it for a carrier or ISP that did not discriminate. This would be
true if there were sufficient competition in the broadband market which in AT&T’s
fantasy land it suggests is indeed there but sadly isn’t. Even the FCC’s reports on the
state of broadband competition has found U.S. broadband speeds and quality to e
lacking compared to other countries in Europe and Asia. Attached you will find an
article explaining AT&T’s recent FCC filing against Net Neutrality that describes this
in more detail.



