
April 3, 2014

Via ECFS

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation
Modernizing the E-Rate Program for Schools and Libraries, WC Docket No. 13-184

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On Tuesday, April 1, 2014, John Bailey and the undersigned of the Foundation for Excellence in 
Education met with Patrick Halley, Trent Harkrader, Michael Steffen, Lisa Hone, and Dana 
Schaefer of the Wireline Competition Bureau, along with Jonathan Chambers of the Office of 
Strategic Planning & Policy Analysis, to discuss the E-Rate program.  

The Foundation for Excellence in Education is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to
fostering excellence in education across America.  ExcelinEd includes a national campaign, 
Digital Learning Now!, whose goal is advancing state policies that will create a high-quality, 
digital learning environment to better equip all students with the knowledge and skills to 
succeed in this 21st century economy. 

We emphasized the importance of providing as much certainty and flexibility for schools as 
possible as the FCC explores a potential recalibration of the priority system to allocate a set 
amount of E-Rate funds for LANs and Wi-Fi networks. 

We discussed how consortia could serve as a means to negotiate better pricing as well as 
aggregating demand to help commercial providers justify building out fiber networks to 
underserved areas.  Specifically, we noted that the FCC should eliminate the many disincentives 
to consortia participation in today’s program, and should also consider affirmative steps to 
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encourage consortia through a consortium-specific application process and through a targeted 
consortium-specific funding discount. 

We also reviewed how consortia could facilitate greater state engagement in IT and network 
planning / technical support to help schools fully integrate digital learning solutions more 
efficiently and effectively.  We discussed state networks in Georgia, North Carolina, South 
Dakota, and Florida that offer guiding examples of how such efforts can maximize the use of E-
Rate funds through the pooling of resources and technical expertise.  We also shared publicly 
available Florida school district data, available at:
http://www.fldoe.org/board/meetings/2014 03 18/digital.pdf.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules, this letter is being filed electronically. 
Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

/s/ Claire Voorhees
Claire Voorhees, Director of Federal Policy, Foundation for Excellence in Education

cc:  Patrick Halley, Trent Harkrader, Michael Steffen, Lisa Hone, Dana Schaefer, and
Jonathan Chambers


