
Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of    ) 
      )  PS Docket 13-87 
Request for Waiver of WMATA  ) 

SUPPLEMENTAL FILING AND REQUEST TO 
EXPEDITE DECISION 

 Pursuant to §1.925 of the Commission’s rules, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority (“WMATA”) hereby submits this Supplemental Filing and Request to Expedite 

Decision regarding WMATA’s pending Request for Waiver of §90.531(b)(2) of the 

Commission’s rules and other such rules as necessary to allow WMATA the right to apply for 

and obtain licenses for up to 16 (12.5 KHz) frequencies1 within the 700-MHz reserved channels 

identified in §90.531(b)(2). 

 As the Commission is aware, WMATA’s request was filed in June 2013 and the 

following entities have filed comments in support of WMATA’s request:  

• State of Maryland • Regional Planning Committee Twenty 
• Loudoun County, Virginia • Motorola Solutions, Inc. 
• Harris Corporation • Intelect Corporation 
• Parsons Transportation Group 

In addition, WMATA recently discussed updated budget information to the Commission, 

indicating both the availability of funding today, and the risk of losing this funding should 

WMATA’s project continue to be delayed.  Specifically, WMATA’s existing Capital Funding 

Agreement contemplates funding for this project in WMATA’s Fiscal Year 2015; however, the 

1 WMATA understands that the State of Maryland has identified fifteen (15) non-conflicting reserve frequencies for 
WMATA’s use.  WMATA encourages the Commission to move forward with granting permission to use the fifteen 
(15) frequencies identified by the State of Maryland. 
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Capital Funding Agreement is up for extension in July 2016 and to the extent that the project is 

not moving forward, funding will be at risk during the negotiations on extension. 

Finally, WMATA notes the benefits to the larger National Capital Region; law 

enforcement, safety and emergency response; and the Commission (through abandonment of 

WMATA’s VHF frequencies) as reasons that the Commission should act on WMATA’s request 

expeditiously.

For the forgoing reasons, we respectfully request that the Commission grant a waiver of 

§90.531(b)(2) and other rules as necessary to allow WMATA to apply for and license up to 16 

(12.5 KHz) frequencies within the designated reserve channels of the 700-MHz band on  an 

expedited basis. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, 

     By: _______________________ 

      Marc Biondi, Esq. 
 Associate General Counsel  

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
      Office of General Counsel 

600 5th St, NW 
      Washington, DC  20001 
      Office:  202-962-1011 
      Email:  MEBiondi@wmata.com
      DC Bar # 492110 

April 4, 2014 

 Marc Biondi


