
 

 

 
April 7, 2014 

 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St. SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re: Ex Parte Communication (WC Docket No. 13-184) 
 Modernizing the E-rate Program for Schools and Libraries 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On April 3, 2014, the following individuals meet with Gigi Sohn, Daniel Alvarez, Michael Steffen, and 
Patrick Halley: 

 Debbie Karcher, Chief Information Officer, Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
 Anthony Machado, Director, E-rate Management, Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
 Ed Lavergne, Fish & Richardson (Counsel to the E-rate Reform Coalition) 
 Donna Balaguer, Fish & Richardson (Counsel to the E-rate Reform Coalition) 
 John Harrington, Chief Executive Officer, Funds For Learning, LLC 

The representatives of Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) described the on-going 
deployment of technology-related educational resources within their school district.  They 
discussed the need for predictable, regular and on-going internal connections funding, including 
annual support for additional data wiring, wireless access points and basic maintenance. They 
described their use of caching hardware and networking management tools to reduce network 
bandwidth requirements and encouraged the FCC to reduce the restrictions on the types of 
networking equipment eligible for E-rate support. 

The M-DCPS officials also expressed their concern about the potential “1-in-5” rule for internal 
connections support. M-DCPS explained that waiting an uncertain amount of time – five or more 
years – for internal connections funding would make it very difficult to effectively plan for and 
further integrate technology into their schools, a scenario that is at odds with President Obama’s 
ConnectED vision. 
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Instead, M-DCPS once again stated its strong support, first voiced by Superintendent Alberto 
Carvalho in 2013, for the Funds For Learning E-rate reform proposal.1  Under this proposal, the 
current E-rate application process, discount matrix and eligible service list could remain as-is. The 
only change required to the program would be the elimination of the FCC’s priority system which 
would be replaced by a per-applicant cap (i.e. budget) system that would limit the amount of 
discounts a single applicant could receive each year in order to equitably allocate the funds among 
all schools and libraries, ensuring that the most funds continue to be directed to the neediest 
applicants. 

Representatives of the E-rate Reform Coalition, which represents approximately 1,600 schools and 
1 million students, also expressed strong support the for the Funds For Learning proposal.  The 
Coalition believes that the proposal will (1) ensure the long-term sustainability of the E-rate 
program, (2) provide applicants with greater budget certainty and predictability, and (3) provide 
applicants with greater flexibility to use E-rate funds in ways that will best meet their unique needs.   

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules, this letter is being filed electronically. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ John D. Harrington 

John D. Harrington 

Chief Executive Officer  
Funds For Learning, LLC  
2575 Kelley Pointe Parkway Suite 200 
Edmond, OK 73013  

Jharrington@fundsforlearning.com  
405-341-4140  

 
cc:  Daniel Alvarez 
 Patrick Halley 

Gigi Sohn 
Michael Steffen 
Debbie Karcher 
Anthony Machado 
Ed Lavergne 
Donna Balaguer  

                                                           
1 See http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=7022127287  (Letter from Superintendent Alberto Carvalho) 


