
WESTSIDE 
CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

MEMBER NORTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 
1630 Hwy. 91 West • Jonesboro. AR 72404 
670.935.7503 • Fax 870.935 2123 
weslt~lclosr.hools.org 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

April7, 2014 

Re: Request for Waiver of Form 471 Filing Deadline for Funding Year 2014. 471# 
963524 FRN 2617925 

Contact: 

Mary Carr, Director ofTechnology 
Westside Consolidated School District 
1630 Highway 91 West 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 72404 
mcarr@westsideschools.org 
870-935-7501 ext *8057 

Billed Entity Number: 139584 
Form 471 Application Number: 963524 
Form 471 FRN: 2617925 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Westside Consol idated School District respectfu lly requests the FCC grant a waiver of 
the Funding Year 2014 471 flling window deadline, so that our District's Form 471# 
963524 E-rate Funding Request will be considered as having been filed in window. 

The District' s E-rate Coordinator, Mrs. Mary Carr. performs many roles within the 
district. Mrs. Carr's primary job at Westside Consolidated School District #5 is Director 
of Technology. Westside is a small school district, with a total student enrollment of 
1 ,692. We do not have an employee dedicated to pursuing federal grants. Mrs. Carr has 
learned how to correctly navigate theE-Rate application process. However, she is the 
only school official who knows the process. With the responsibilities of the position that 
she holds at Westside School District, unexpected inclement weather causing school to be 
closed for 13 days during the 2013-2014 school year, and unexpected family and personal 
illnesses that have occurred over the past several weeks, Mrs. Carr was unavailable to 
timely submit the Form 470. for necessary month to month services. The Form 470 for 
eligible month to month services was filed on March 4, 2014 as soon as Mrs. Carr 



realized that she had missed the Form 470 deadline. Because the competitive bid process 
requires a waiting period of28 days, the Form 471 funding request for the eligible month 
to month services could not be filed until April!, 2014,6 days after the Form 471 closing 
window. After receiving competitive bids for Form 470 # 197180001234948, for month 
to month services, a vendor was selected and Form 471 #963524 was submitted and 
certified along with the Item 21 Attachment on April2, 2014. 

A slight delay in USAC's receipt ofthe Form 471 application does not warrant the 
complete rejection of the Form 471. There was no waste, fraud or abuse, misuse of 
funds, or a failure to adhere to core program requirements. Denial of funding, due to late 
filing, would inflict undue hardship on Westside Consolidated School District #5. 

Rigid compliance with USAC's application procedure does not further the purposes of 
section 254(h) or serve the public interest. Please grant this appeal and remand Form 471 
963524 for further processing consistent with the "Request for Review of the Decision of 
the Universal Service Administrator by Bishop Perry Middle School New Orleans, LA, et 
al.; Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism, Order (File Nos. SLD-
487170, et al.. CC Docket No. 02-6)." 

Bryan K. Duffie, 
Superintendent 


