
 
 

 

 
 
 
April 8, 2014 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC COMMENT FILING SYSTEM (ECFS) 
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Notice of Ex Parte Communication 
 
Re: Acceleration of Broadband Deployment by Improving Wireless Facilities 
Siting Practices, WT Docket No. 13-238; Acceleration of Broadband Deployment: 
Expanding the Reach and Reducing the Cost of Broadband Deployment by 
Improving Policies Regarding Public Right of Way and Wireless Facilities Siting, 
WC Docket No. 11-59; 2012 Biennial Review of Telecommunications Regulations, 
WT Docket No. 13-32; Technology Transitions, GN Docket No. 13-5; AT&T Petition 
to Launch a Proceeding Concerning the TDM-to-IP Transition, GN Docket No. 12-
353; and Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet, GN Docket No. 14-28.    

Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On April 4, 2014, the undersigned, along with NATOA Immediate Past President 
Joanne Hovis and NATOA Board of Directors member Lori Sherwood; Carolyn 
Coleman, Director, Federal Advocacy, National League of Cities; Deborah Cox, 
Legislative Director and Yejin Jang, Associate Legislative Director, National Association 
of Counties; and Kevin McCarty, Assistant Executive Director, the United States 
Conference of Mayors, met to discuss issues related to the above-referenced 
proceedings with Chairman Tom Wheeler; Renee Gregory, Legal Advisor, Engineering 
and Technology, Wireless, and Incentive Auction; Gigi Sohn, Special Counsel for 
External Affairs; and Dan Alvarez, Legal Advisor, Wireline, Public Safety, and Homeland 
Security.    
 
During the meeting, we discussed the ongoing Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(“NRPM”) concerning wireless facilities siting and urged that any rules be narrowly  
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drawn so as to respect local authority.  We also expressed our continuing desire to work 
cooperatively with industry to help ensure the efficient deployment of wireless  
infrastructure.   
 
We also discussed the ongoing IP transition and our position that current functionality 
not be diminished in the process. 
 
Finally, we talked about the need for increased broadband competition and the role that 
municipal networks could play.  We pointed out that some state laws prohibit or severely 
restrict not only public broadband projects, but public/private initiatives, too.   
 
This letter is being filed electronically pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s 
Rules.  Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/Stephen Traylor 
 
Executive Director 
NATOA 
 
cc: Chairman Tom Wheeler 
 Renee Gregory  
 Gigi Sohn 
 Daniel Alvarez 


