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April 8, 2014 

Ex Parte Notice 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: April 3, 2014 Telephone Conference with Wireline Competition Bureau Staff 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 
 
On Thursday April 3, 2014, members of the Alaska Rural Coalition (“ARC”) met telephonically 
with several staff members at the Wireline Competition Bureau (“WCB”).  Attending from the 
WCB were Carol Mattey, Patrick Halley, and Alex Menard.  Attending from the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau was Michael Janson.  Attending from the ARC were myself, 
Michael Burke (Burke Watson), Elizabeth Gray Nuñez (Dorsey & Whitney), Robert Dunn 
(TelAlaska), Clover McNeil (Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative), Steve Merriam 
(Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative), Veronica Vania (TelAlaska), Dave Dengel 
(Copper Valley Telecom), Pam Murphy (Copper Valley Telecom), Christine O’Connor 
(Matanuska Telephone Association), Wanda Tankersley (Matanuska Telephone Association), 
Michael Favors (Nushagak Electric & Telephone Cooperative), Michael Garrett (Alaska 
Telephone Company), Dan Lindgren (Ketchikan Public Utilities) and Susan Hardenbergh (AKT 
on behalf of OTZ Telephone Cooperative). 
 
Our discussion focused on several upcoming Commission initiatives relevant to the ARC.  We 
discussed items including: (1) removal of Quantile Regression Analysis Benchmarks and future 
calculation of high-cost support without these benchmarks; (2) modification of the Safety Net 
Additive; (3) further guidance on what constitutes a reasonable request for broadband in a rural 
area; (4) phase-in of an increase in the local rate floor; (5) possible revisions to broadband 
performance criteria; (5) consideration of issues associated with the Mobility Fund and 
phasedown of Competitive Eligible Telecommunications Carrier support in Tribal areas; (6) 
consideration of offering high-cost support to broadband-only lines; and (7) competitive 
broadband trials designed to provide specific support for middle mile infrastructure in Alaska 
and other Tribal areas.     
 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via 
ECFS.  If you have any questions or I may be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
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Regards, 

s/ Shannon M. Heim 
Shannon M. Heim 

 
 


