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April 8, 2014 
 
Ex Parte Notice 
VIA ECFS 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, SW  
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re: Technology Transitions Policy Task Force, GN Docket No. 13-5; E-Rate 
Modernization, WC Docket No. 13-184; Concerning the Deployment of Advanced 
Telecommunications Capability to All Americans in a Reasonable and Timely 
Fashion, GN Docket No. 12-228; Advancing Broadband Availability Through 
Digital Literacy Training, WC Docket No. 12-23; and Lifeline and Link Up, WC 
Docket No. 03-109. 

 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 
 
On April 3, 2014, a delegation of public interest advocates met with Federal Communications 
Commission (“FCC”) officials, including:  Rebekah Goodheart from the office of Commissioner 
Mignon Clyburn; and Lisa Hone, Mark Nadel, and three other representatives from the Wireline 
Competition Bureau. The delegation of public interest advocated included Edyael Casaperalta 
from the Center for Rural Strategies (also representing the Rural Broadband Policy Group 
(“RBPG”)); Albert Kim, Director of Education for YouthBuild, USA; Tyler Nakatsu, Digital 
Communications Specialist for YouthBuild, USA; and Joshua Morway, Morgan Tofani, 
Jonathan Couch, Alexis Bach, and Salena Cussins, YouthBuild students.   
 
YouthBuild USA is a national education and job-training model where low-income young people 
ages 16 to 24 work full-time for 6 to 24 months toward their General Education Development 
Certificate (“GED”) or high school diplomas while learning job skills by building affordable 
housing in their communities. At the program’s completion, participants are placed in college, 
jobs, or both. YouthBuild USA is comprised of 273 programs including the 77 programs within 
the Rural & Tribal Development Initiative. Students who attended the meeting are from Elkins, 
West Virginia; Helena, Vermont; and Jackson, Kentucky. YouthBuild is a member of the Rural 
Broadband Policy Group, a national group of advocates for increasing high-speed Internet access 
in rural communities.  
 
The students described their experiences accessing wireless and broadband services in their 
towns, and discussed why these services matter to their educational and career goals. They said 
that they primarily access the Internet via cell phone, even when searching for employment 
opportunities or for homework. Ms. Cussins, who is currently working at a hospital and plans to 
attend radiology school, talked about having to drive 6 miles to the closest library to use the 
computers, access Internet, and complete her homework. She said that the restrictive library  
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hours (from10 a.m. to 2 p.m.) and high demand for the library’s computers, which are available 
on a first-come first-serve basis, represent additional challenges to her studies.  
 
Regarding the cost of phone calls to prison, Ms. Tofani talked about the difficulty her family has 
with calling her stepfather and uncle, who are both incarcerated in facilities in the same state 
(Vermont). She said her mother has spent over $2,000 in phone calls. 
 
Mr. Lee, Director of Education, noted the importance of education and employment programs 
like YouthBuild in helping young people access computers and Internet service to obtain their 
GED, complete work-related tests, and launch their post-secondary school careers. He further 
emphasized that with the upcoming implementation of Common Core on-line GED testing, 
YouthBuild programs will face a new challenge to ensure their students do not get left behind. 
Mr. Nakatsu, Digital Communications Specialist, also addressed the challenges YouthBuild 
programs face in meeting the demand for more computers and instruction on basic digital skills 
that allow students to pursue their education and employment goals.  

Ms. Casaperalta stated that these stories resonate with youth and educational facilities throughout 
rural America. She noted that as our nation moves towards implementing digital education tools 
and new Common Core on-line testing standards, the challenges rural students, educators, and 
work-training programs face are of grave importance to the FCC’s E-Rate and Lifeline programs.  
 
The RBPG is a national coalition of rural broadband advocates with two goals: 1) to articulate 
broadband policies that create opportunities for rural communities to participate fully in the 
nation’s democracy, economy, culture, and society, and 2) to encourage national collaboration 
among rural advocates for fast, affordable, and reliable telecommunications services. The RBPG 
partners with YouthBuild USA in raising awareness about the challenges youth in rural areas 
face in accessing the digital tools that allow them to pursue and accomplish their educational 
goals.  
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

            
      Edyael Casaperalta  
      Rural Broadband Policy Group Coordinator  
      Center for Rural Strategies 
      606.632.3244 
      edyael@ruralstrategies.org 
       


