
  
 
 

Public Knowledge, 1818 N Street NW, Suite 410, Washington DC 20036 
 

April 18, 2014 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: Policies Regarding Mobile Spectrum Holdings, WT Docket No. 12-269; Expanding the 
Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions, GN Docket 
No. 12-268 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

Yesterday, John Bergmayer of Public Knowledge attended a meeting at the Commission 
between Chairman Wheeler, the incentive auction team, and several public interest advocates.  
Bergmayer made the following substantive points on behalf of Public Knowledge. 
 

First, Bergmayer commented that while PK appreciates the overall framework for 
increasing competition, it believes that more can be done to promote competition:  for example, 
by increasing the amount of reserved spectrum that is subject to a screen.  While every carrier 
perhaps should have an opportunity to bid in each market it is not necessary that there be enough 
unreserved spectrum available for each carrier that would otherwise be ineligible for the reserved 
spectrum. Further, PK believes that the goals of promoting licensed competition and unlicensed 
use need not be at odds, and that the Commission should adopt a balanced policy that promotes 
both goals. 
 

On the broader topic of the spectrum screen, PK continues to maintain that the 
Commission should adopt a weighted screen that takes into account the different value (and 
encumbrances) of different frequency bands in a consistent manner, and that until it does so, (1) 
it should adopt a hard cap on the amount of sub-1 GHz spectrum any one carrier can control, and 
(2) not add any new spectrum to the screen.  All spectrum holdings should at some point be 
counted toward the screen but it is counterproductive to add to the spectrum denominator without 
adopting a weighting system.  In any event, it is difficult for PK to see the connection between 
broadening the screen and the incentive auction. 

        

Respectfully submitted, 

 
/s/ John Bergmayer 
Senior Staff Attorney 
PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE 

 


