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April 23, 2014 

 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
 

Re:  Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through 
Incentive Auctions, GN Docket No. 12-268 

 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On April 21, 2014, Scott Bergmann and Krista L. Witanowski of CTIA – The 
Wireless Association® (“CTIA”); together with Julie Kearney (CEA), Dean Brenner 
(Qualcomm), Mark Racek and Bruce Gustafson (Ericsson), Gary Philips (AT&T), Kathy 
Grillo (Verizon), and Peter Pitsch (Intel) (collectively, “the wireless industry participants”) 
met with Chairman Tom Wheeler; Ruth Milkman, Chief of Staff; Diane Cornell, Special 
Counsel; Renee Gregory, Legal Advisor; Sagar Doshi, Special Assistant (Office of Chairman 
Wheeler); Roger Sherman, Bureau Chief; James Schlichting, Senior Deputy Bureau Chief; 
John Leibovitz, Deputy Bureau Chief (Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, “WTB”); Gary 
Epstein, Senior Advisor and Chair; Howard Symons, Vice Chair; Edward Smith, Special 
Counsel (Incentive Auction Task Force) and Julius Knapp, Chief, (Office of Engineering and 
Technology, “OET”) of the Federal Communications Commission (“Commission”).  
 

CTIA, CEA, and the wireless industry participants appreciated the opportunity to 
discuss with the Commission the importance of the Broadcast Incentive Auction to the future 
of the mobile wireless industry, and to discuss their collective and individual priorities, 
consistent with past comments, for the forthcoming Report and Order in the above-
referenced proceeding.  The wireless industry participants explained that the Broadcast 
Incentive Auction has the potential to enable the deployment of significant additional 
spectrum for mobile broadband, spectrum that is critically needed if the U.S. wireless 
ecosystem is to continue its outstanding track record of innovation and mobile broadband 
adoption.  We reiterated that while the auction raises novel challenges, it is important that the 
rules be clear and easy to understand, and that they promote participation by both wireless 
providers and broadcasters.  The wireless industry participants also emphasized that a well-
reasoned band plan is essential for the proposed incentive auction to achieve the critical goal 
of unleashing necessary additional spectrum for mobile broadband, and voiced support for a 
band plan that focuses on pairing as much spectrum as possible in a technically feasible 
manner that provides guard bands and a duplex gap no larger than required to protect 
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licensed services from interference in accordance with the law, and that promotes bidder 
confidence. 
 
 Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206, this letter 
is being electronically filed via ECFS with your office.  Please direct any questions to the 
undersigned.      
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /s/ Krista L. Witanowski 
 
      Krista L. Witanowski 
      Assistant Vice President – Regulatory Affairs 
      CTIA – The Wireless Association® 
 
cc: FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler 

Ruth Milkman, Chief of Staff, Office of Chairman Wheeler 
Diane Cornell, Special Counsel, Office of Chairman Wheeler 
Renee Gregory, Legal Advisor for Engineering and Technology, Wireless and 
Incentive Auction, Office of Chairman Wheeler 
Sagar Doshi, Special Assistant, Office of Chairman Wheeler 
Roger Sherman, Bureau Chief, WTB 
James Schlichting, Senior Deputy Bureau Chief, WTB 
John Leibovitz, Deputy Bureau Chief, WTB 
Gary Epstein, Senior Advisor and Chair, Incentive Auction Taskforce 
Howard Symons, Vice Chair, Incentive Auction Taskforce 
Edward (“Smitty”) Smith, Special Counsel, Incentive Auction Task Force 
Julius Knapp, Chief, OET 


