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Billed Entity Name   Upper St. Clair School District 
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Form 471 Number   918299 
Funding Request Number   2509227 
Funding Commitment Decisions Letter February 26, 2014 
 
The Upper St. Clair School District (“District”) respectfully requests the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) 
to approve the correction of a ministerial and clerical error on the District’s FY 2013 Form 471 application in order to 
restore full funding of the broadband wide area network building-to-building data network service.   Due to a contract 
amendment, the monthly recurring charge was reduced for the last three months of the funding year but the 
application mistakenly requested funding for 12 months of the reduced monthly recurring charge, rather than nine 
months of the higher monthly charge and three months at the lower monthly charge. 
 
The funding request is for a contract service provided by Sunesys, LLC for the Applicant’s building to building data 
network broadband circuits that interconnect seven buildings.  The initial term of the Applicant’s contract was for five 
years and the monthly recurring service fee was $9,575.02.  The fee was incurred for the 60 month, five year original 
term of the agreement.  The initial term began April 1, 2009 and ended on March 31, 2014.  The contract initially was 
scheduled to begin July 1, 2008 but the installation of service was not complete until April 1, 2009, and by the terms 
of the contract, the five year service period began once the service was operational. 
 
The contract has three five-year renewal options.  Because the current term of the contract would end prior to June 
30, 2014 - the end of the FY 2013 year - the District executed a letter renewal agreement with Sunesys, LLC in 
February 2013 to govern the renewal period beginning April 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2019.  It was necessary for 
the District to execute this renewal letter prior to the submission of its FY 2013 Form 471 application, in order to have 
the service under contract for all 12 months of the funding year.  The renewal letter agreement is attached as Exhibit 
1.  A copy of the relevant pages of the contract that explain the renewal process and the reduced fee that applies 
during the renewal period are attached as Exhibit 2. 
 
The renewal letter states that pursuant to the terms of the contract, the monthly recurring price for service during the 
renewal period would be $1,905.  The letter further confirmed that the renewal period begins on April 1, 2014 and 
would end on June 30, 2019, to align with the E-rate program cycle. 
 
When the application was prepared the Form 471 application, we mistakenly reported the monthly charge for all 12 
months to be the lower monthly charge of $1,905 (that took effect on April 1, 2014) on Block 5 of FRN 2509227.  We 
mistakenly did not include the full amount of the monthly recurring charge of $9575.02 for the first nine months of the 
funding year, July 2013 through March 2014. 
 
The correct entry and calculation of the prediscount amount should have been:  
 
July 1, 2013 – March 31, 2014 9 months x $9575.02 = $86,175.18 
April 1, 2014 – June 30, 2014 3 months x $1905.00 = $  5,715.00 
Total Annual Prediscount Amount     $91,890.18 
Correct Monthly Prediscount Amount    $  7,557.52 
Correct Amount of funding for this FRN @ 40% E-rate Discount $36,756.07 
Approved Funding      $  9,192.00 
Additional Funding to be added to this FRN   $27,564.02 
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The error was discovered on March 19, 2014 when the District reviewed an invoice from Sunesys, LLC that it had 
recently received for the period July 2013 through March 2014.  The invoice reflected the higher monthly service 
charge of $9575.02 for the nine months in question that was still in effect since the initial term of the agreement did 
not end until March 31, 2014.  Upon contacting their consultant, the District’s consultant discovered this ministerial 
and clerical error.  A copy of the invoice from Sunesys, LLC is attached as Exhibit 3.  Upon discovering this 
ministerial and clerical error, this appeal was timely prepared and submitted within the 60 day appeal deadline. 
 
This arithmetic error is the type of ministerial and clerical error that the Bishop Perry case contemplated as an 
allowable correction.  The error occurred because it is so unusual for a monthly recurring charge for a contract of this 
kind to change in the midst of the funding year.  The contract initial term ended at the end of March 2014 because the 
original installation of the network circuits was not completed until April 1, 2009.  In computing the annual prediscount 
amount, the calculation failed to take into account that the higher monthly charge would still be incurred from July 
2013 through March 2014.  Instead the monthly prediscount amount was based on 12 months of the lower monthly 
discount price that began on April 2014. 
 
This is a situation where an honest mistake was made and there is no waste, fraud or abuse of any kind.  The District 
will definitely incur the higher monthly price through March 31, 2014 for these broadband circuits.  As much as every 
person involved with this program strives for perfection and to complete the forms and applications on to the best of 
his or her ability, people are fallible and do commit honest mistakes.  The District should not be penalized for this 
honest mistake. 
 
Beginning in 2008, not long after the issuance of the seminal Bishop Perry Order, the FCC has issued a series of 
decisions that have granted post-FCDL relief based on similar circumstances that the Upper St. Clair School District 
has experienced.  Where applicants provided an explanation and supporting documentation of how the ministerial 
and clerical error occurred, and there is no evidence of waste, fraud or abuse, the FCC has been persuaded to grant 
post-FCDL relief: 
 

 Request for Waiver and Review of Decisions of the Universal Service Administrator by Albany City School 
District, et al., File Nos. SLD-821561, et al., CC Docket No. 02-6, DA 12-1016, Order released July 6, 2012.  
The Albany School District applied for a lower prediscount amount and relied on the vendor’s invoices for 
calculating the prediscount amount.  After the issuance of the FCDL, the vendor notified the District that the 
invoice amount was incorrect and too low.  On appeal to the FCC, the District requested the prediscount 
amount to be increased commensurate with the corrected invoices.  Finding that this correction was a 
ministerial and clerical error, the FCC approved the increase. 
 

 Request for Waiver and Review of Decisions of the Universal Service Administrator by Ann Arbor Public 
Schools, et al., File No. SLD-547873 et al., CC Docket No. 02-6, DA 10-2354, Order released December 16, 
2010.  The Ann Arbor School District reported the incorrect contract expiration date on its Form 471 
application which resulted in one month of funding and not 12 months of funding being approved in its 
FCDL. The Avery School District requested a post-FCDL increase because the vendor invoices on which it 
relied to quantify its funding request reflected only the post-discount amount, and did not include the full 
prediscount amount.  The Clare-Gladwin RESD used the incorrect worksheet number on Block 4 for one of 
its FRNs, which resulted in a lower discount and lower funding amount being approved in its FCDL.  Both 
South O’Brien Community School District and Okmulgee Independent School District 1 each mistakenly 
applied for less than the full prediscount amount on one FRN each.  The FCC approved all of these appeals 
in the Ann Arbor decision and found that each situation qualified as a ministerial and clerical error that could 
be corrected after issuance of the FCDL.  In each instance the FCC restored full funding for each affected 
FRN. 
 

 Request for Waiver and Review of Decisions of the Universal Service Administrator by Archer Public 
Library, et al., File No. SLD-140961 et al., CC Docket No. 02-6, DA 08-2381, Order released October 30, 



2008.  St. Stanislaus Kostka School mistakenly entered the wrong pre-discount amount of $1,320 for its 
Internet access service rather than the correct amount of $6,600.  On appeal the FCC approved the 
increase to the full prediscount amount, finding that this was a ministerial and clerical error that could be 
resolved even after the issuance of the FCDL. 

 
The District respectfully believes that its situation is analogous to the situations in which the FCC has granted relief to 
other applicants.  There is no question that the District incurred the higher costs as borne out by its contract 
document submitted as Exhibit 1 and the vendor’s invoice set forth in Exhibit 3.  The District explained that it 
mistakenly relied on the lower monthly amount that took effect on April 1, 2014 as the basis for computing its annual 
prediscount amount. 
 
The District needs this service in order to provide high speed Internet access service to all of the students and to 
ensure it has sufficient bandwidth capacity to accommodate online testing and assessments.  We believe it is in the 
public interest to grant this appeal. 
 
We respectfully request that the Federal Communications Commission grant the relief requested herein and add 
additional funding of $27,564.02 to FRN 2509227. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  
 Raymond Berrott 
 Director of Technology 
 Upper St. Clair School District 

1820 McLaughlin Run Rd. 
Upper St. Clair, PA  15241 
412 833 1600 (voice) 

 rberrott@uscsd.k12.pa.us (email) 
 
Dated: April 24, 2014 
 
 
 



Exhibit 1 

Upper St. Clair School District - Sunesys Renewal Contract



Exhibit 1 
Renewal Letter Contract



Exhibit 2 

January 2008 Original Agreement Between Upper St. Clair School District and Sunesys



Relevant Pages of Original Sunesys Contract

Exhibit 2











Exhibit 3 

Sunesys March 1, 2014 Invoice to Upper St. Clair School District



Exhibit 3 
Sunesys Invoice




