To whom it may concern,

Regarding the issue of net neutrality:

| believe it is a violation of free speech to limit or govern the internet speed or internet access of any
American citizen. Allowing companies to throttle internet speeds based on content or information sent
or received will restrict or limit our right to communicate freely. No company with economic or for profit
motives should have any say on what | read, watch, listen to, or say online. | pay them for access, not for
what | access.

Also this could also spur discrimination based on socio-economic status. We already see this today.
More economically developed areas have more internet options, and less developed have little to no
internet options. This alone is biased. In some areas of the country people pay 80-5120 dollars for
internet speeds that would cost $30 in more populated parts of the county. This is one example of an
inequality. Many rural families cannot afford the inflated cost of internet access and many go without.
Which is practically unfathomable at this day in age. If internet service providers are given even more
liberty and control, they could increase rates for predominantly black, Hispanic, or culturally insignificant
groups. What is more likely they will throttle the internet to prevent competition. So companies like
Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon Prime will suffer, thus restricting the free market. In addition this hurts
families economically. If entertainment services such as those listed above begin to cost more, or are
not available, they will be forced to consider purchasing the cable services from the very same ISPs that
throttled the internet service to begin with.

This is too much power for one place to have. ISPs are not suffering, and there is little to no benefit to
consumers with this. It is all about profit and power for ISPs. The internet doesn’t belong to the ISPs.
They simply provide a gateway; having to pay for such gateway is unfortunate enough.

Please do not rule in favor or ISPs and instead protect the interest of consumers.

Thank you,

Erica Barnhart



