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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

 

 
Re: Notice of Ex Parte: WC Docket No. 13-184 –  

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, UC2B,  
US Ignite, Inc., and McGraw-Hill Education 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch:   
 
On May 2, 2014, Dr. Jon Gant, Research Associate Professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Joseph Kochan, Chief Operating Officer of US Ignite, Inc., Jeff Livingston, McGraw-
Hill Education’s Senior Vice President of Education Policy and Strategic Alliances, and the 
undersigned, their counsel, met with Kate Dumouchel and Charles Eberle, Attorney-Advisors in the 
Wireline Competition Bureau, and Nick Alexander, Special Counsel in the Office of Strategic 
Planning and Policy Analysis.  The University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband 
(“UC2B”), US Ignite, and McGraw-Hill Education will be referred to collectively as the “Parties.” 
    
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the concept for an E-rate demonstration project that was 
submitted by the Parties in response to the Commission’s Public Notice in the above-referenced 
proceeding.1  As the Parties explained, there is a need for a demonstration project that will study the 
internal networking that is necessary at both schools and libraries to support robust digital learning 
after gigabit broadband is delivered to the door.  High-capacity broadband to our schools and 
libraries serves little purpose if inadequate internal networks prevent use of the broadband for digital 
learning.   
 
The Parties discussed a number of key factors that differentiate this demonstration project from 
other proposals that appear to focus on internal networking:   
 

Most significantly, as a result of UC2B’s BTOP grant project, all of the schools and libraries 
that will be part of this demonstration project, 40 K-12 schools and three libraries in the 
Champaign-Urbana area, already have gigabit connectivity to the door and local technical 

                                                 
1 See Reply Comments of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana-Champaign Big 
Broadband, US Ignite, Inc., and McGraw-Hill Education, WC Docket No. 13-184 (filed April 21, 2014); see 
also Modernizing the E-rate Program for Schools and Libraries, WC Docket No. 13-184, Public Notice, DA 14-308, 
¶¶ 55-56 (rel. March 6, 2014) (“Public Notice”). 
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resources needed to implement the demonstration project.  Thus, in this demonstration 
project, the internal networking bottleneck can be isolated and specifically studied. 
 
The relatively small sample size – just 43 locations in the Champaign-Urbana area – should 
make testing different approaches to internal networking, and arriving at recommendations 
that can be replicated, readily achievable in a timely manner.  In addition, as opposed to 
other proposals in the record, this project proposes to focus on both schools and libraries, 
and the need for broadband and access to digital learning tools for students in both 
locations.  

 
This proposed project also is differentiated by the partnership with McGraw-Hill Education.  
This project will be driven by, and will test, the internal networking that is needed to afford 
teachers and students access to a variety of cutting-edge and bandwidth-greedy digital 
learning tools provided by McGraw-Hill Education.  Thus, the results should be particularly 
relevant to identifying the internal broadband networking that is needed to meet the goal of 
enabling robust digital learning.   

 
The Champaign-Urbana area, home to the University of Illinois, provides a uniquely ideal 
test-bed for this demonstration project.  The University’s Center for Digital Inclusion 
provides a built-in research facility with researchers who are already set up, and have the 
expertise, to analyze and interpret the demonstration project’s test results for the needed 
internal networking so that these results can be scaled, documented, and made relevant for 
broader application in the E-rate program.  Moreover, the Parties are honored that Dr. Jon 
Gant will take part in this demonstration project.  Dr. Gant is a national leader in broadband 
research and evaluation, specializing in analyzing the social and economic impact of 
broadband, telecommunication, and digital literacy investments.  This includes evaluating the 
impact of Internet and computer infrastructure investments, as well as programs to support 
broadband adoption and use.  He is the appointed research director for the BTOP 
Evaluation Study with ASR Analytics, and the principal investigator in an Institute of 
Museum and Library Services-funded study examining the deployment of high-speed 
broadband in libraries.  Dr. Gant also served as a director of the UC2B BTOP project.  As 
part of these roles, Dr. Gant has a unique view of the broadband needs of schools and 
libraries, both external and internal, in various building structures and markets.  Through his 
work, Dr. Gant has interviewed K-12 school leaders and conducted site visits throughout 
the U.S. to examine the challenges schools and libraries face in connecting their facilities to 
the Internet to support new digital learning initiatives and state testing guidelines. 

 
Furthermore, the Champaign-Urbana area includes two separate school districts and two 
independent library systems that are demographically diverse, providing an opportunity to 
compare the internal networking needs of two neighboring, but separate, school systems 
within the same demonstration project.  The participation of three libraries also will enable 
researchers to examine the importance of library access, and accessing digital learning tools 
at these locations at the end of the school day.  The internal networking needs of schools 
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and libraries may be different, particularly in terms of day-part, and these differences will be 
studied as part of a comprehensive solution for communities that are trying to improve 
educational outcomes for students.   

 
This demonstration project also is set apart from the others because it is not focused, solely, 
on studying the needs of schools and libraries in rural areas.  The Champaign-Urbana 
communities are rural, but they are more representative of America as a whole.  These 
communities are both ethnically and economically diverse, including segments of urban 
poor, and the students here suffer from a meaningful learning gap that can be remedied with 
digital learning tools.  These are the kinds of communities that are often without champions, 
such as those that focus on bringing broadband to purely rural areas.  We believe that a 
demonstration project focused here will yield particularly useful results that will be applicable 
to a diverse range of communities, given the mix of rural and urban characteristics in the 
Champaign-Urbana area. 

 
Finally, we discussed the Commission’s process for selecting and funding demonstration projects in 
this proceeding.  We emphasized that we are continuing to refine our proposal based on feedback 
from Commission staff and look forward to sharing additional information regarding this 
demonstration project as it continues to develop.     
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

   /s/    
Jennifer L. Richter  
Benjamin C. Bartlett 
Patton Boggs LLP 
2550 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
(202) 457-5666 
Counsel to McGraw-Hill Education 

cc: 
Nick Alexander 
Kate Dumouchel 
Charles Eberle 


