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May 5, 2014 

VIA ECFS 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re:  GN Docket No. 14-28, Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet 
GN Docket No. 10-127, Framework for Broadband Internet Service  

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On Thursday, May 1, 2014, I met with Priscilla Delgado Argeris legal advisor to Commissioner 
Rosenworcel. In a separate meeting, on the same day, I met with Rebekah Goodheart and 
Louis Peraertz, legal advisors to Commissioner Clyburn. In both meetings, I discussed the 
above captioned proceedings. 

In both meetings, I articulated the National Hispanic Media Coalition’s (“NHMC”) strong belief 
that the Commission must reclassify the transmission component of Internet access service as 
a Title II telecommunications service in order to create strong, enforceable, and sustainable 
open Internet rules. Because the Commission’s previous rules were vacated in Verizon v. FCC 
for improperly imposing common carrier regulations on entities not designated as common 
carriers, the most direct and defensible path to reinstating similar rules should be to classify 
Internet access service as a common carrier, telecommunications service. I expressed NHMC’s 
opinion that the draft item should explore the use of Title II at length as a concrete proposal 
so that the Commission is able to build an appropriately robust record and take action. 

I also expressed NHMC’s concerns with reports that the draft item intends to explore ways to 
allow ISPs to enter into paid prioritization arrangements with edge providers. I explained how 
the concept of paid prioritization should be anathema to those who support small businesses, 
independent content creators, and non-profit organizations, and expressed the opinion that 
any proposed rules that condone a pay-for-play system would not represent true net 
neutrality. Paid prioritization would give highly capitalized industry incumbents an advantage 
by allowing them to access a “fast lane” to users that others cannot afford. An open Internet, 
without paid prioritization, has led to an explosion of innovation and provided people of 
color, who are underrepresented in traditional media, with an outlet to share their stories, 
serve an audience, and make a living. Allowing paid prioritization at this point would stifle 
new start-ups and diverse digital content creators. 
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I also shared NHMC’s reservations about rules that would subject fixed and mobile Internet 
access to different rules.  I encouraged both offices to make sure that the draft item includes a 
detailed discussion about adoption and usage rates of both technologies across various 
demographic and socio-economic groups. Such a discussion could uncover unintended 
negative consequences of drawing such an arbitrary distinction for communities of color, 
who often adopt and use mobile broadband at a higher rate than others and sometimes 
adopt it prior to or instead of fixed broadband at home. I expressed NHMC’s long-held 
concern that rules that treat fixed and mobile access differently would expose many new 
adopters and people of color to an inferior online experience and could leave them exposed 
to harmful practices that fixed users would not have to endure.1 
 
Finally, I highlighted the tremendous public support for Title II reclassification and the swift 
public outcry against reports that the Commission would explore paid prioritization 
arrangements. I shared observations that I made after reviewing a number of brief comments 
that have been submitted by members of the public in GN Docket No. 14-28. Specifically, I 
shared with both offices my finding that there are a tremendous amount of thoughtful and 
unique stories that have already been put into the record by innovators and small business 
owners who support strong and enforceable open Internet rules derived from Title II legal 
authority. 
 
In order to support my points, I shared a number of documents (attached here) with both 
offices. Many of the documents had been previously filed in the above referenced dockets. I 
included: a letter filed by Voices for Internet Freedom on March 21, 2014; a notice of ex parte 
presentation filed on behalf NHMC, the National Association of Latino Independent Producers 
(“NALIP”), and Free Press on April 18, 2014; three brief comments filed by members of the 
public in GN Docket No. 14-28; and an article entitled “Killing Net Neutrality Kills the Dreams 
of Young Entrepreneurs” by Joshua DuBois and published at The Daily Beast.  
 
I also shared the stories of two supporters of strong open Internet rules, Rosa Alonso and Ruth 
Livier, who have used the open Internet to bypass traditional gatekeepers and achieve 
success in their careers. Rosa is the co-chair of NALIP’s board of directors and an innovator, 
entrepreneur, and online content producer who used the open Internet to grow her 
businesses and gain the recognition required to become a regular contributor to a traditional 
media outlet. Ruth Livier is a Mexican-American actress, writer, and producer who created an 
award-winning original web series and is recognized as the first person to become a member 
of the Writers Guild of America through work on digital content and new media. 
 
Pursuant to the Commission’s rules, this notice is being filed in the above-referenced dockets 
for inclusion in the public record. Please contact me should you have any questions regarding 
this submission. 
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       Respectfully submitted, 
 
         
     
       Michael J. Scurato  
       Policy Director 
       National Hispanic Media Coalition 
       (202) 596-5711 
 
cc: Priscilla Delgado Argeris 
 Rebekah Goodheart 
 Louis Peraertz 


