
7521117269.txt 
Net Neutrality: Broadband internet has become essential enough to the USA in 
particular, but the world in general, that it must be classified as a common 
carrier. Causing neutrality to be an arbitrary concept dependent on the business 
plans and whims of individual companies would change the entire nature of the 
internet and stifle growth and innovation.

Taking Netflix as the prime example, they take up a massive portion of bandwidth. If
carriers charge them for preferential treatment, they will (and did) pay. However, 
if their speed is the same as everyone else, and thus they lose customers because of
the massive amounts of data transmitted, they will innovate new efficient ways to 
stream data. Both ways will cost Netflix money, but only one actually promotes 
growth.

Next, by letting telecom companies arbitrarily choose site speeds (nominally based 
on payments), my provider (Time Warner) would have no incentive to let me access, 
let alone access quickly, the internet service website for Verizon. There are ways 
around this, such as calling on the phone. But imagine if the same system were in 
place for phone lines. Why would my Verizon carrier allow me to call AT&T? By its 
very nature, this practice would be exclusionary and non-competitive.

In conclusion, please keep the internet open to all and free. The continued growth 
of our economy depends on it.
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