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As a former software entrepreneur and continuing internet customer, 1 am writing to
add my voice of disapproval to the discussion of your proposed Open Internet rules.
It is my strong belief that creating a system which allows ISPs to charge certain
content providers more for faster service Is a grave error.

This type of system will prevent innovative startups from being able to gain
traction in the US if their product requires more than average speed and/or
bandwidth. As a result, such innovation will simply move overseas, where internet
systems are more hospitable to new implementations and ideas.

Consumers will suffer, too, because their choice of content providers will be
limited to those who can afford to provide adequate bandwidth under the tiered
system. In fact, the only beneficiaries of this proposed system will be ISPs, who
are already well behind the rest of the industrialized world in what they provide,
but well ahead in what they charge.

And the ISPs are consolidating, becoming more and more monopolistic with every new
mega-merger. To create rules to make their businesses more profitable at the expense
of entrepreneurs and consumers would be an epic blunder.

And promising to police their behavior to avoid abuse iIs Quixotic at best,
disingenuous at worst. You have no funding or mechanism to monitor their behavior at
any meaningful level, nor do you have at your disposal penalties that could serve as
a deterrent to abusive behavior.

These proposed rules will prove extremely destructive and should be withdrawn in
favor of a true net neutrality ruling that guarantees equal access for all.
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