
The Honorable Tom Wheeler, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
  
May 14, 2014 
 
Dear Chairman Wheeler: 
  
The open Internet has powered the creative community’s pursuits and offerings in the 21st century. As 
members of this community, we urge the Federal Communications Commission to protect the open 
Internet as a vehicle for free expression and collaboration. 
  
The Internet is the communications medium of our era. Serving as a platform to anyone with an idea, 
the open Internet empowers freedom of speech and freedom of expression. But the FCC is now 
proposing rules that would kill — rather than protect — Net Neutrality and allow rampant 
discrimination online. 
  
Under these rules, telecom giants like AT&T, Comcast and Verizon would be able to pick winners and 
losers online and discriminate against online content and applications. 
  
The open Internet’s impact on the creative community cannot be overstated. The Internet has enabled 
artists to connect directly with each other and with audiences. It has eliminated the barriers of 
geography and taken collaborations to new levels. And it has allowed people — not corporations — to 
seek out the film, music and art that moves them. 
  
Allowing broadband providers to control this once-open platform shifts power away from individual 
artists and creators and interferes with freedom of speech and expression. Unless the Commission 
restores strong nondiscrimination protections based on a solid legal framework, creativity, cultural 
commerce and free expression will suffer. 
  
Your proposed path would open the door to widespread discrimination online. It would give Internet 
service providers the green light to implement pay-for-priority schemes that would be disastrous for 
startups, nonprofits and everyday Internet users who cannot afford these unnecessary tolls. We urge 
you to scrap these proposed rules and instead restore the principle of online nondiscrimination by 
reclassifying broadband as a telecommunications service. 
  
Signed, 
  
Josh Brolin 
Ruth Livier  
 


