COMMENTS IN THE MATTER OF
RM-11719

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU AND PUBLIC SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY BUREAU
SEEK COMMENT ON PETITION FOR RULEMAKING FILED BY LAND MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL
REGARDING INTERIM ELIGIBILITY FOR 800 MHZ EXPANSION BAND AND GUARD BAND FREQUENCIES

As a former and current small business owner, and recently approved licensee, | have set forth below
my reasons for requesting that the FCC deny this Petition.

I am a member of a small group of entrepreneurial partners — men and women whose experience is
derived from diverse professional backgrounds. We have recently been awarded licenses in the Denver
and Minneapolis areas. Some of us are small business owners, and all of us are committed to being
active participants in collaboration with other licensees (both incumbents and new entrants) working
toward the common goal of providing the newest innovations, the most advanced technologies, the
most timely and efficient activation of licenses, and ultimately serving the public interest. Toward this
end, we are currently working with engineers, accountants and other consultants in order to efficiently
and timely activate these licenses.

| believe that the public interest is clearly best served by the solicitation and acceptance of both
incumbent licensees’ and new entrants’ applications on an even playing field. To delay the ability of
new entrants to apply for licenses for six months is to discourage their involvement and destroy the very
competition that the FCC claims to foster. New entrants bring “new blood”. They provide additional
resources to promote economic opportunity. To narrow the playing field (by virtue of a six month
exclusive access) in order for the incumbent licensees to grow bigger, greatly limits the potential for new
ideas, and more effective collaborative efforts. Furthermore, these incumbents have had (and continue
to have) the same FCC compliance information as any new entrants, allowing them to be competitive in
their pursuit of subsequent licenses.

| see no evidence in this petition of any benefit to the public by allowing exclusive six month access (for
incumbent licensees) to the license application process. On the contrary, the delay caused by this, along
with the reasons stated above, can only be counter- productive to the process of making these new
technologies readily available to the American people.

Respectfully yours,

Marilyn Mergen
Member Air Apparent Associates, LLC

Member Choice Communication, LLC



