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I am writing on behalf of Sheriff Daniel Bean, who contacted me regarding the negative impact 
that the FCC's Order on Rates for Interstate Inmate Calling Services will have on the Antrim 
County Sheriffs Office. 

I have included correspondence or background information I received about this issue. I would 
appreciate your review and response to these questions or concerns. 

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Brandon Fewins in my 
Northern Michigan Office at 231-929-1031. You can respond by emailing 
Services@Stabenow.Senate.gov. If you are not able to email your response, you may fax it to 
231-929-1250 or send by postal mail to 3335 S. Airport Road West, Suite 6B, Traverse City, MI 
49684. 

Thank you for your assistance. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Debbie Stabenow 
United States Senator 
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P.O. Box 568 • l 07 Grove St. • Bellaire, MI 49615 
Office (231) 533-8627, ext #1 •Fax (231) 533-5803 

Emergency 911 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 
133 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC. 20510 

.. . _ ..... _., ..... ..... _ .. 
,.,_ .. __, ·~:~ ';!....~~._ ~F, ;~f·· o:lt ;.!.'Y·''-::! .... ... ,~ • .... 1o 

;-'" ·~!'· ~ ~~ .. ~\~ ·~ ;<t• ~~·1 lt --~ .. 
Dear Senator Stabenow: .···~· ~·:1~..._ ~).':.. ~11;,;. '"'i'~""'' i~,&i' .y ,:~:>·- . 

Dean A. Pratt 
Undersherijf 

tmm@mnw~~ 
~ .JAN 0 2 2014 WJ 

i 

§J'~· : ... -:r .. ¥.?#.1.ts..V.D 

• / • · ~ ~-:-~... ,.t.14)',4"v.,.; ... -~ ::r :--'- . . · 
,,/'• T : ~ '"'"' - - ~·· ...... • ·~-·":" .,.._ i!l ••. 0 

I am writing to infomi·}:o'iLabout~ifu~.Order issued by the Fed((1'J~eo!DID~cations Commission 
(FCC) that will }id~~~Y)wP,a~t..mY..,,.g,ffice and the performinq.e.:of ~y ·4uties as Sheriff of 
Antrim County, and to seek: your ' help jn correcting this situation'. ,Specifically, in the FCC's 
Report and Order ancVF'urthp Notice -0/ Proposed Rulemaking on Rates for f nterstate Inmate 
Calling Servjces (IC,S) (WC J)ocket l'{o~ 12-375), issued on September 26, 2013, the FCC has 
reduced the rate thaf can be charged for interstate-inmate calling· services in both prisons and jails 
by establisfung ar~itrary rule~ ~that f~ to '·take into account the ucique ~hallenges inherent in 
providing {elephon

1 
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The FCC f)rder establishes i~ter~e ~ate calling service (ICS) ~te caps:that fail to take into 
account th~ costs incurred byjails"'i~ prqyiding inmate calling services. Irunate telephone systems 
are built t9 refle(ft the unique Q.5& "&~1 each correctional fa~ility., and provide_• a variety of 
important i~ecuritYt compo9~pts'. ~~ese~ecurity components come';; at a/ cost tp the facility. 
Moreover, the small size o~~ost1:jiQis, coupled with high turnover rates/ meansi that jails must 
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charge more'lper mirlute }lfap·Jarg.~ffacilities in· order to recover the c,osts of providing JCS. The 
Order disregirds the~ierufties! Irffirposes-UifrefiliSticallf low''"r"lfte ~6aps that limit the ability of 
JCS providers to recov~1\costifof administering services in smaller, higher cost facilities. As a 
result of the Fc'tt•s "one:size-fits-all" approach to ICS, many jafis may !>e forced to severely 
limit or altogether el~~~e'.;¥m~!~ telephone privileges. ... ;~,-~\., 

The National Sheriffs' ';(~~i~!io~;ll~·;'?ol!:se;Slili;i·;ini~~~~i~ ~·at ~e FCC to try to protect 
the ability of Sheriffs to conitntle. t~prov!a~j~tJ:baflin1tsei'Vices and to recover the costs of 
doing so. I will be contacting you agam"so0n'fo.get ,your·support for this effort. 

srr~~ 
Sheriff Daniel S. Bean 

Our sUJ.jf is dedicat,ed to making Antrim Coun9J a safe place in which to live, work, play and raise our families! 


