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THE NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL 

The National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC) submits this Petition 

for Rulemaking requesting modification of Part 90 of the rules to enable Railroad Police access 

to frequencies reserved for public safety interoperability. NPSTC respectfully requests that the 

Commission move this Petition forward expeditiously and place it on public notice for comment. 
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The National Public Safety Telecommunications Council 

The National Public Safety Telecommunications Council is a federation of public safety 

organizations whose mission is to improve public safety communications and interoperability 

through collaborative leadership. NPSTC pursues the role of resource and advocate for public 

safety organizations in the United States on matters relating to public safety telecommunications. 

NPSTC has promoted implementation of the Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee 

(PSWAC) and the 700 MHz Public Safety National Coordination Committee (NCC) 

recommendations. NPSTC explores technologies and public policy involving public safety 

telecommunications, analyzes the ramifications of particular issues and submits comments to 

governmental bodies with the objective of furthering public safety telecommunications worldwide. 

NPSTC serves as a standing forum for the exchange of ideas and information for effective public 

safety telecommunications. 

The following 15 organizations participate in NPSTC: 

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
American Radio Relay League 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International 
Forestry Conservation Communications Association 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
International Association of Emergency Managers 
International Association of Fire Chiefs 
International Municipal Signal Association 
National Association of State Chief Information Officers 
National Association of State Emergency Medical Services Officials 
National Association of State Foresters 
National Association of State Technology Directors 
National Emergency Number Association 
National Sheriffs' Association 

Several federal agencies are liaison members ofNPSTC. These include the Department of 

Homeland Security (the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Office of Emergency 
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Cormmmications, the Office for Interoperability and Compatibility, and the SAFECOM Program; 

Department of Commerce (National Telecommunications and Information Administration); 

Department of the Interior; and the Department of Justice (National Institute of Justice, Comm Tech 

Program). In addition, Public Safety Europe is also a liaison member. NPSTC has relationships 

with associate members, the Telecommunications Industry Association, the Canadian 

Interoperability Technology Interest Group, the National Council of Statewide Interoperability 

Coordinators and the Utilities Telecom Council and the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry 

Solutions. 

NPSTC Petition for Rulemaking 

At its 120th Annual Conference in Philadelphia, PA, the International Association Chiefs of 

Police adopted a Resolution entitled IACP Support for Improved Railroad Police Communications. 1 

IACP subsequently requested NPSTC's assistance in developing a Petition for Rulemaking proposing 

to modify Part 90 of the Commission's rules in accordance with the goal of this Resolution to enable 

bonafide Railroad Police to be granted authority to hold a license for and use frequencies reserved for 

public safety interoperability. 

Part 90 of the Commission's rules includes specific eligibility for public safety frequencies. 

Section 90.20 enumerates the variety oflocal and state governmental entities and others eligible for 

public safety frequencies. The current eligibility extends beyond law enforcement, fire and EMS 

operations and includes school busses, beach patrols, etc. Section 90.617 of the rules was added 

subsequently and defines eligibility for channels in the 800 MHz band. The language in this section 

refers to "eligible applicants in the Public Safety Category," an apparent reference back to the 

eligibility in Section 90.20. Section 90.523 of the rules addresses eligibility for the 700 MHz public 

1 Resolution CTC.027.a13, IACP Support for Improved Railroad Police Communications, adopted at the 120
1
h Annual 

Conference of the IACP, Philadelphia, PA, October 23, 2013. 
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safety spectrum, including the narrowband 700 MHz public safety channels located in the 769-

775/799-805 MHz band segment. This section of the rules implements the definition of public safety 

services contained in 47 U.S.C. 337(f)(l) which is somewhat more restrictive than that in Section 

90.20 referenced above. 

It appears that Police organizations operated by the railroads do not fall within the eligible 

organizations as defined in Sections 90.20, 90.617, or 90.523 of the rules. Yet, bonafide Railroad 

Police have an increasing need for effective and expeditious communications interoperability with 

members oflocal and state law enforcement, fire and emergency medical organizations who do meet 

the Commission' s eligibility requirements. 

Train traffic that passes through U.S. jurisdictions is increasing. As one example, originated 

rail carloads of crude petroleum on U.S. Class I Railroads was at 233,819 carloads in 2012, up from 

65,751 carloads in 2011 and just 29,605 carloads in 2010.2 In addition, all forms of transportation 

are subject to the potential threat of terrorism. The safety of the public demands the best 

communications possible, and to maximize effectiveness, Railroad Police need to interoperate with 

other law enforcement and public safety entities. 

Accordingly, NPSTC recommends the Commission initiate a rulemaking proceeding to 

include bonafide Railroad Police as eligible under Section 90.20, 90.617 and 90.523 for the purpose 

of holding a license and operating on frequencies within Part 90 of the rules that are reserved for 

public safety interoperability.3 

2 Association of American Railroads (AAR) Freight Commodity Statistics. http://www.desmogblog.com/2013/07/22/oil
tracks-crude-rail-boom-n um be rs 

3 While the IACP resolution also notes the need for Railroad Police to be deemed eligible users of the Nationwide Public 
Safety Broadband Network, NPSTC believes that is a matter that must be addressed with FirstNet, the Congressionally 
established nationwide licensee of the 700 MHz band public safety broadband spectrum. Accordingly, the instant 
NPSTC Petition for Rulemaking focuses only on Railroad Police eligibility on "land mobile" frequencies reserved for 
public safety interoperability. 
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The IACP Resolution referenced above specifically supports such eligibility for railroad 

police officers who: 

" ... are certified and/or commissioned as a police officer under the laws of any state, in 
accordance with the regulations issued by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and employed full time as a railroad police officer for a Class I, II, or III 
railroad, as defined by the U.S. Department of Transportation's Surface Transportation Board 
and recognized by the Federal Railroad Administration .. " 

Accordingly, NPSTC recommends the Commission incorporate this criteria in any ultimate proposal 

and follow-up decision related to this Petition for Rulemaking. 

Modifying Commission rules is normally a multi-year process, whether the rule change is 

relatively minor or extensive. Petitions for Rulemaking are placed on Public Notice with deadlines 

for comments and reply comments. Even if the response is overwhelmingly positive, the process 

then includes development and release of a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking which incorporates yet 

another round of comments and reply comments. Subsequently a decision is made. NPSTC 

understands the Commission may be bound by these process steps and therefore respectfully requests 

that this Petition for Rulemaking be placed on public notice as soon as possible. 

Conclusion 

In summary, NPSTC recommends the Commission move forward as expeditiously as possible 

to modify Part 90 of the rules so bonafide Railroad Police can be granted the authority to hold a 

license authorization on frequencies reserved for public safety interoperability. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Ralph A. Haller, Chairman 

National Public Safety Telecommunications Council 
8191 Southpark Lane, Suite 205 
Littleton, Colorado 80120-4641 
866-807-4755 

May 16, 2014 

Attachment: IACP Resolution CTC.027.al3 
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LYTERX.j TIOX4L ASSOCL.jTJOS OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 

RESOLUTION 
Adopted at the 120th Annual Conference 

Philadelphia, PA 
October 23, 2013 

IACP Support for Improved Railroad Police Communications 
Submitted by: Communications & Technology Committee and Railroad Police Section 

CTC.027.a13 

WHEREAS, radio spectrum designated by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for public 
safety interoperability does not include eligibility for Police organizations operated by Class I, 11, and III 
railroads; and 

WHEREAS, railroad police officers who are certified and/or commissioned as a police officer under the 
laws of any state, in accordance with the regulations issued by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and employed full time as a railroad police officer for a Class I, II, or III railroad, as 
defined by the U.S. Department of Transportation's Surface Transportation Board and recognized by 
the Federal Railroad Administration should be granted specific authority to hold license authorization 
on FCC frequencies reserved for public safety interoperability; and 

WHEREAS, the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet) has been issued a FCC license for 20 
MHz of public safety broadband spectrum for the Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network 
(NPSBN) in accordance with Public Law 112-96 enacted on February 22, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, railroad police officers as described above should be designated as eligible users of the 
NPSBN to provide for improved nationwide public safety interoperability; and now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the International Association Chiefs of Police strongly supports actions that seek to 
improve Railroad Police access to FCC Frequencies reserved for public safety interoperability as well as 
access to the FirstNet Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the International Association Chiefs of Police assembled at its 120th 
Annual Conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,, hereby authorizes the IACP Communications & 
Technology Committee and the IACP Railroad Police Section to collaborate to represent the interests of 
the IACP in the furtherance of these improvements. 
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