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May 30, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Notice of Ex Parte Communication, WC Docket No. 13-184 

Dear Secretary Dortch: 

On May 28, 2014, Susan Benton, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Urban Libraries Council (“ULC”), Reed Hundt and the undersigned, representing 
ULC, met with Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel and her legal advisor, Priscilla 
Delgado Argeris, to discuss reform of the E-rate program.   

During the meeting, the parties discussed the issues raised in the attached 
materials.  In addition to these issues, Mr. Hundt noted that public libraries have not 
received a proportion of E-rate funding that parallels the proportion of public library 
buildings compared to school buildings.  ULC believes that libraries should receive 
additional funding from the E-rate program to compensate for the substantial 
underfunding they have experienced during the prior 17 years.  Mr. Hundt also 
asserted that libraries and schools should continue to be served by a single E-rate 
fund, but the fund should be increased substantially to accommodate the pressing 
needs of both libraries and schools.  Mr. Hundt further stated that the Commission 
should add the funds needed by libraries to those needed by schools in determining 
the size of the fund. 

In addition, the parties discussed a number of the studies submitted in this 
proceeding that purported to analyze the E-rate program.  Mr. Hundt said that a 
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number of these studies should be viewed as incomplete because they did not 
analyze the situation of public libraries.  Mr. Beahn and Ms. Benton offered to have 
ULC members provide any additional data the Commission needs to ensure that it 
has all of the information it requires regarding public library E-rate needs.  

 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the 

undersigned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

       /s/ 

John M. Beahn 

Counsel to Urban Libraries Council 
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