
In just 20 plus years internet access has already become a necessary means for accessing 
information and participating in society. In the next 20 years its significance will only 
increase. Internet use is so pervasive in our national and global society it should be 
considered a public resource and regulated as a utility. 
 
Private industry in the US has historically stifled telecommunications technology to 
contain and manipulate it as a profit center. The result is that today the United States is a 
laggard in this field and many of the advanced technologies enjoyed elsewhere in the 
world either do not exist in the US or perform so poorly they are not viable products. 
 
US industry has already placed a choke hold on the receiving end of the pipeline and 
now seeks to squeeze life out of the transmitting end as well. This is a short-sighted view 
of the true profit this technology offers our society. 
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