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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment on this and other important 
issues through fcc.gov.

The Internet is an information sharing tool which allows the free flow of ideas in a
display of democracy which would please and impress even the individuals who founded
this country on that same principle.  The FCC has been an important advocate for the
fair use of America?s communication resources for its entire history.  I?m asking 
you to be that same advocate now.

The benefits of the Internet are numerous.  It enables children in poor towns and 
villages to access the rich culture and information of the entire world, educating 
themselves, and giving them an opportunity to dream of a better life for themselves.
 It allows oppressed people around the world to communicate their plight.  It 
enabled new businesses and has even created entirely new and novel products and 
markets, generating billions in revenue and employing thousands.

I am aware that the details of 14-28 are much less grand and romantic than this view
of the Internet, but if there is one thing that American companies are better at 
than innovation, it is bending the rules to profit at the expense of others.  No one
believes that the two tiered system will be a fast lane and a hyper fast lane.

ComCast?s monopolistic and collusive practices in their recent dealings with Netflix
are in themselves huge red flags.  However, if that is not enough, please remember 
that ComCast is just another big company motivated by profit.  They sit 
shoulder-to-shoulder with Enron, Bernard L. Madoff Investment Securities LLC, Exxon,
BP, Halliburton, GM, and the list goes on.

If given the authority to charge more for certain content, who is going to lose?  
Certainly not the big companies like Netflix who will simply find a way to spread 
the greater costs into their pricing models.  The losers will be the smaller 
Internet consumers.  How about libraries who provide a huge number of free Internet 
services for those who can?t afford their own.  What about Wikipedia, a non-profit 
storehouse of free knowledge used by millions.  How about schools who constantly 
face budgetary pressures which can affect their ability to teach technology to kids.
 If these organizations are forced to pay more, or else suffer slow speeds that make
their services irrelevant, what will become of the valuable services they offer?

Classifying Internet providers as Common Carriers will at least control some of the 
damage which can be done to the market.  However, it is also important to rule that 
it is a bad idea to allow some of the biggest cable providers to merge in a market 
which is already a virtual monopoly with huge barriers to entry for competitors.

When considering 14-28, please remember one of the competencies put forth on 
fcc.gov:  ?Supporting the nation's economy by ensuring an appropriate competitive 
framework for the unfolding of the communications revolution.?  I know that the FCC 
will put the interests of the American people above petty politics and lobbying.

Thank you for your time.
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