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What is the value of the easements granted by public authorities to for-profit
broadcast and ISP corporations? This includes easements for traditional telephony
wires, cable, fiber optics, and spectrum over public airwaves? Traditionally, the
FCC and other authorites granted easements in a public/private partnership. The
public received tangible, individual benefits, like free ad-based programming, at
least those residing within range of the signals. The corporations received a means
of making a profit, limited by tight regulation since the companies generally
operated as monopolies within a closed market. Today, it seems the authorities now
grant easements and the public receives no benefit and the limits on private
company,s profitability is no longer checked. The new paradigm, one based on a
market driven policy, no longer pretends to serve the public at all. 1 ask the FCC
to seek economic analysis of the value of public easements and measure that value
against the marginal cost of the telecommunications services being offered, all
within the context of the profit margins of new telecommunications companies.
Remuneration of telecommunication employees should also be broken out as a discreet
cost. Thank you.
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