
July 3, 2014

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street Southwest
Washington, D.C. 20554  

Dear Secretary Dortch: 

The Denver District Attorney’s Office has partnered with the Denver Sheriff Department (DSD) to 
gather critical intelligence information from recorded offender phone calls for over 10 years.  During 
that time, the level of prosecution, based on the data and information we receive, has increased 
exponentially.  In 2012, we made 184 requests to the DSD Gang Intelligence Unit (GIU) which 
produced 5,430 calls to disk.  In 2013, we made 180 requests which produced 8,576 calls to disk.  To 
date, in 2014, we have made 109 requests which resulted in 2,291 calls to disk.  Each one of these 
calls is analyzed first by that Intelligence Unit and then by investigators in our office.  From them, 
numerous cases have been successfully prosecuted to include witness tampering, escape plans and 
also murder for hire plots.  One that comes to mind is the trial of Willie Clark and Brian Hicks.  
Amongst other charges, Clark was convicted of killing Denver Bronco Darrent Williams.  Hicks was 
convicted of ordering the killing of the witness.  Both cases involved calls, which became critical 
evidence and were made from the Denver County Jail.  

There is not a week that has gone by, in the past several years, that did not include the need to monitor 
inmates who are attempting to intimidate or harm victim/witnesses or orchestrate other crimes from 
within the confines of the Denver County Jail.  Our ability to monitor these calls is essential to public 
safety, and without them there will be increased danger to our community.

We also use the phone system as an additional tool to protect victims and witnesses.  When we receive 
notification from an injured party that the person responsible for their case is harassing or re- 
victimizing them, we work with the DSD to stop that harassment immediately by blocking phone 
access.  Without the tools available to stop these calls from coming from the Inmate Calling System, 
cases may go unprosecuted for fear of retribution by those casualties. In addition, out victim 
notification system VINE is enabled through the Sheriffs phone system.

We also receive information the GIU uses from some very sophisticated technology.  With it, they can 
run reports which can track similar calls to lines outside of the facility, linking criminal activity to a 
certain party (ies) and can help to halt illegal enterprises from flourishing.
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I am confident that any decreased opportunity we may have to combat crime by the loss of services 
from the inmate call system would be several steps backward.  We rely heavily on this system and 
appreciate all of the work and cooperation we receive from our partners at the DSD.

Please feel free to contact me for further commentary. My telephone Number is 720 913-9116.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


