
July 7, 2014

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Wheeler, Commissioner Clyburn, Commissioner Rosenworcel, Commissioner Pai, and 
Commissioner O’Reilly: 

We write to express our support for many of the elements of Chairman Wheeler’s proposal to 
modernize the E-rate program. This plan advances a number of common sense reforms as a first step 
toward ensuring students have access to high-speed broadband and robust internal connections.  Our 
diverse coalition represents beneficiaries of the program, including all state departments of education, 
4,400 individuals and organizations involved in blended and online learning, 6,400 charter schools, and 
other organizations who are on the front lines of education reform and digital learning.

To prepare our students to succeed in today’s economy, we must provide high-speed broadband both to 
and within our schools and libraries. A modernized E-rate should help schools and libraries to invest in 
scalable, high-capacity broadband services as well as the internal equipment needed to ensure that 
broadband supports teachers, students, and 21st century learning models.

In 2012, less than 5 percent of schools and just 1 percent of libraries nationwide received any support 
for internal connections. Under the proposal, over 43 million students in more than 100,000 schools will 
benefit from this investment for the first time in at least the last five years. This targeted funding 
represents a 75 percent increase in funding for internal connections in rural schools and a 60 percent 
increase for urban and suburban schools. The proposal to use a common sense budget for Wi-Fi 
spending will not only give applicants greater predictability but will also help ensure the program is 
more equitable overall. 

Providing support for consortia is critical as a means to help make these services more readily available 
and affordable for schools, especially for rural and low-income applicants. Consortia can allow 
applicants to pool resources and expertise while driving down costs through increased buying power; 
improve the speed, reliability and security of local networks; and assist applicants, particularly in our 
rural areas, to better leverage modern broadband infrastructure effectively and efficiently.

Chairman Wheeler’s proposal is a necessary first step toward providing students with the educational 
infrastructure they need to excel. The proposal will allow for more efficient and focused use of E-rate’s 
limited funding.

With this momentous opportunity at hand, the FCC can and should act now. Our schools and libraries, 
and most importantly the students they serve, cannot afford any delays.



_/s/ Peter Zamora_______
Peter Zamora
Director of Federal Relations

COUNCIL OF CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OFFICERS
One Massachusetts Avenue, NW · Suite 700
Washington, DC 20001-1431
(202) 336-7000

/s/ John Bailey_________
John Bailey
Executive Director, Digital Learning Now!

FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 
P.O. Box 10691
Tallahassee, FL 32302
(850) 391-4090

_/s/ Phillip Lovell
Phillip Lovell
Vice
President for Policy and Advocacy
ALLIANCE FOR EXCELLENT EDUCATION
1201 Connecticut Ave., Suite 901
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 828-0828

_/s/ Lydia Logan________
Lydia Logan
Managing Director

CHIEFS FOR CHANGE
P.O. Box 10691 
Tallahassee, FL 32302
(850) 391-4090

_/s/ Maria Worthen _
Maria Worthen
Vice President for Federal and State Policy

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR K-12 ONLINE 
LEARNING
934 Old Gallows Road, Suite 350
Vienna, VA 22182-4040
(703) 752-6216

/s/ Michael Horn____
Michael Horn
Co-Founder and Executive Director, Education

CLAYTON CHRISTENSEN INSTITUTE FOR DISRUPTIVE 
INNOVATION
2929 Campus Drive, Suite 410 
San Mateo, CA 94403
(650) 887-0788

/s/Gina Mahony
Gina Mahony
Senior Vice President, Government Relations

NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS
1101 15th St NW
Suite 1010
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 289-2700


