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Re: WC Docket No. 13-184; In the Matter of Modernizing the E-rate Program for Schools and 
Libraries. 

Dear Chairman Wheeler: 

The Nebraska Public Service Commission (NPSC) applauds your efforts to modernize the E-rate 
Program for schools and libraries. The Commission's swift action on this measure will drive new 
broadband opportunities to a critical segment of our nation. 

In reading recent news articles about the proposed order, the NPSC understands that the 
Commission's current intent is to allocate nearly $2 billion in one-time support to enable Wi-Fi capability 
in school and library buildings. The NPSC agrees that migrating support for that purpose is greatly 
needed and supports the Commission's decision in making this a priority in the E-rate program. However, 
the NPSC respectfully recommends the Commission's first priority should be focused on making sure 
each and every school building and public library is connected to the Internet with fiber or the fastest 
broadband connection available. Since the E-rate program currently reimburses entities for non-recurring 
construction costs for leased fiber, and not all schools and libraries have upgraded, it may mean that 
further construction incentives will be necessary in some geographic areas. 

In addition, the NPSC is concerned that the Commission may choose to distribute the $2 billion 
of support on a per student basis. If so, that decision may put some of Nebraska's smaller rural school 
districts at a disadvantage, particularly if their schools are operating below capacity. 

Finally, the NPSC asks the Commission to consider revisiting the E-rate program priorities and 
funding needs on a regular basis. A regular review will help the Commission' s e-rate program evolve 
with technology and the changing needs of our schools and libraries. 
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Thank you for considering these concerns and for your continued leadership on E-rate 
modernization and reform. 

Frank Landis 

Tim Schram 
Commissioner 

~/,r/~ 
Gerald Vap 
Commissioner 

cc: Brenda Decker, CIO 

- - --------

Sincerely, 

Anne Boyle 
Commissioner 

Rob Johnson 
Commissioner 


