
 

 

July 7, 2014

Mr. Tom Wheeler
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman and Commissioners,

I am writing to provide comments on the proposed modernization of E-Rate as currently being considered by the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

On behalf of Columbus Metropolitan Library, I respectfully request changing the proposed allocation methodology of 
$1/sq. ft. for internal networking costs. As an urban library system, the square footage methodology is unfair due to 
the vulnerable socioeconomic status of the customers we serve. Columbus Metropolitan Library serves nearly 
800,000 customers in 21 locations throughout Franklin County, Ohio. For many of our customers, the library is the 
only point of access for those without technology or internet services.

If the FCC allocates money to libraries on a per square footage basis, it will send more money to capacious, less 
crowded suburban libraries, leaving less money available for smaller, crowded urban libraries whose patrons often 
have no other practical way to obtain access to the Internet for seeking employment, education, or participation in 
society. Therefore, the following two methods are effective for determining E-Rate for public libraries, and it is critical 
that public libraries are able to choose the best method for their respective institutions.

1) Fund public libraries at the rate of no less than $4 per square foot; 
2) Fund public libraries at the rate of $150 per average daily visitor.

Thank you for considering these comments.  My staff and I are happy to answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Patrick Losinski
CEO


