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Commission’s Further Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking (FNPRM), FCC14-49, regarding commercial operations in the               

3550-3650 MHz band,















A.  Expanding the Spectrum Available.  

Shared Spectrum Company supports the proposed expansion of the Citizens 

Broadband Radio Service (CBRS) to include both the 3550-3650 MHz and the 3650-

3700 MHz bands in Part 96.  With this expansion, the Commission would create a block 

of 150 MHz spectrum that would enable manufacturers to realize economies of scale and 

investors and operators to innovate and flourish.  

 

By permitting a minimum of 50 percent of available bandwidth to be made 

available for GAA use at any given time over the full 150 MHz band, SSC believes that a 

number of innovative technologies, including sensing systems, could be deployed, free of 

the traditional capital and planning restrictions imposed on auction license paradigms. 

 

B.  The Future is Upon Us.  

Shared Spectrum Company fully supports the Commission’s proposal to permit 

the SAS to dynamically assign the PAL and GAA channels in real time. 

 Gathering such detailed 

information over time will permit the SAS to operate with a higher level of intelligence, 



and also to provide feedback to regulators going forward on the proper mix of PAL and 

GAA spectrum in this and future bandwidth allocations.   

 

Shared Spectrum Company suggests that unused PAL spectrum should be 

available to GAA users on a time and location basis, until such time as the PAL licensee 

indicates to the SAS it needs access to that bandwidth, in which event the SAS re-assigns 

or cancels the GAA usage at that time in that location and on those PAL channels.  This 

will encourage efficient use of the spectrum by PAL auction winners, and will maximize 

GAA system flexibility in those instances where incumbents exist, PAL channels are 

purchased at auctions, and the amount of GAA spectrum (e.g., 50% of non-incumbent 

spectrum) is still not sufficient to meet GAA demand at all times in that census bureau 

tract.  Such a scenario could play out in New York City, for example, if 150 MHz of 

possible spectrum is divided among incumbents (e.g., 30 MHz), two PAL licenses (e.g., 

60 MHz total), and GAA users (e.g., 60 MHz).  Those GAA users would benefit from 

accessing some or all of the two PAL licenses when not in use by the PALs. 



Shared Spectrum Company believes that the proposed spectrum management 

approach of an SAS with sensing in the infrastructure of small cells, and eventually just 

in the CBSDs themselves, could be applied in the near future to other encumbered bands.  

This new world of spectrum management and channel allocation based on near-real time 

information, where the user’s location and its need for access for a period of time are the 

main determining factors, will drive efficiency in overall spectrum use in other bands into 

the future.  




