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Rural America must have access to programming that reflects our way of life.
Although I live in a medium size City my job as an Emergency Manager is to ensure
all Americans are represented with their way of life. 1 grew up in rural Oklahoma
working the fields and farms but never forgot the working ethics, as well as morals,
of these fine men and women.

By allowing a merger of major media corporations you are limiting access and in a
sense allowing a media organization to ?control? the news as they see it. We would
no longer have access to a variant of news but rather as one organization sees it in
their coverage. 1 suppose if one could control one type of news coverage they could
control the population as well. Is this possible?YES

Having served in the United States Marine Corps for the past 25-years and spending
most of my tours in the Middle East | observed this frequently. During my tours in
South America going after the drug cartels 1 can tell you the one size fits all
media shows home?s in Hollywood telling their viewers this is the way ALL American?s
live and the reason we love their cocaine. When 1 protested during one interview
that segment was cut and their viewers never heard how we really live.

In the Middle East many of the individuals I dealt with believed we all drove large
oversize vehicles which consumed large amounts of gasoline. When they showed farms
on their TV coverage they showed the 1,000+ acres farms never the small farmer who
owns a few acres. Once again | observed controlled media by one Government, or
single, organization and what was reported.

IT these mergers are allowed to go through I suspect the same will happen here in
America. Even with the internet you still cannot get all the facts. All one has to
do is see how many ?rumors? become fact even with sites such as hoax-slayers and
snoops | still receive e-mails from concerned citizens about earthquakes and how to
properly survive them. Just imagine if we had one media outlet and what type of
messaging they could send out.

The media can be used to report the facts, as they pertain to the current incident,
but as of late the major networks, including those that are proposing these mergers,
seem to speculate on the news rather than report it.

My other concern is how they are reporting the news. NO longer do we seem to have a
judicial system but rather a court of public opinion. Given shows like Nancy Grace
who seems to go out of her way to entice the pubic to find someone guilty over ?so
called facts? that she discovered or over rumors that her investigative show
uncovered we could save billions and have the viewer?s text In a guilty verdict on
her say so alone. Even when the courts find someone NOT guilty her show seems to
continue to hound the individual long after the verdict was read. It?s a matter of
time before someone takes action, meaning their kill an individual, because Nancy
Grace, or shows similar to hers, tell them the individual is guilty and should have
gone to jail.

The media might enjoy the freedom of the press but with that freedom responsibility
must follow. Now days 1 feel like 1 am watching a tabloid type media instead of
professional journalism! Rural America must be given a fair shake for representation
instead of being forced to watch the garbage that many in the metropolitan areas are
demanding.
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