Duval County Public Schools
1701 Prudential Drive
Jacksonwville, FL 32207

July 3, 2014

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Entity & BEN Duval County Public School District (BEN 127591)

Contact Person David J. Neugent — Telecom Supervisor & E-Rate Manager
Contact Information

Mailing Address 4019 Boulevard Center Dr. 3002A, Jacksonville, FL 32207
Funding Year 2013 -2014

Application Type & Application Form 471 # 907451

FRN 2470040

Category of Service: Telecommunications Service

Service Provider AT&T Mobility SPIN 143025240

Appeal Summary

Upon submitting an original application for funding, Duval County Public Schools received a denial, and
submitted evidence and narratives to support why this denial should be overturned as requested. Upon
the initial denial, evaluation of the appeal documentation and summarization, and after verbally
discussing the district’s actions, USAC approved the application for E-rate funding. As understood, the
process includes multiple evaluations by USAC via PIA and Special Compliance Reviews, and it seems
there are now differing positions. On February 13, 2014, the approval for E-rate funding was overturned
and the application was denied again.

As with the first denial and appeal response, Duval County Public Schools affirms its position this
application and funding should be approved without delay. The process followed by Duval County
Public Schools aligns with USAC'’s goals to help organizations secure access to affordable services, and
keeping our stakeholders connected. Duval County Public Schools considers the following reasons as to
why this appeal should be approved:

Explanation for Denial given by USAC:
The following summarized responses correlate to each funding commitment decision explanation. . Per
the Funding Commitment Report, BEN 127591, Funding Year 2013.




1) DR1: Based on the documentation that you have provided, FRN 2470040 is denied
because price was not your primary factor in your vendor selection. You failed to provide
vendor evaluation documentation and stated that vendor selection was based first and
foremost on whether or not implementation would be required, it was determined that
you failed to demonstrate that price was the primary evaluation criteria considered.
Applicants must select the most cost-effective provider of the desired products or
services eligible for support, with price as the primary factor. You did not meet this rule
requirement and the FRN is denied.

USAC Appeal

Duval County Public School District filed Appeal with USAC on 4/8/2014 (Attached) which was again
Denied June 9, 2014 for the basic same reasons as sighted above.

Appeal Request

1) While Duval County Public Schools failed to comply with the Commission’s
competitive bidding requirements for FRN 2470040 because it did not identify the
greatest weight to price in selecting specifications in a Matrix evaluation. Duval
County Public Schools purchasing rules allow it to purchase off State of Florida
Contracts in order to get the lowest possible pricing — consortia approach.

2) Duval County Public Schools asks the FCC grant a waiver to its competitive bidding
requirements since Duval County Schools utilized State of Florida Department of
Management E-Rate contracts due to the nature of the competitive bidding process
to bring the lowest price to all State of Florida qualified entities. Duval County
Schools relied on the 470 filed by the State of Florida for the Mobility Services as
covered under 471# 2470040.

3) The State of Florida E-Rate qualified contracts are found at:

http://www.dms.myflorida.com/business_operations/telecommunications/suncom_customer_resources/e_rate_contracts

On the 471 # 907451 Block 5 15c Duval County indicated that a Master Contract was being
utilized. 15b indicated the Contract number for the State of Florida E-Rate qualified contract

1. USACin 2013-2014 did a compliance review of all State of Florida
DMS E-rate contracts and affirmed that the contracts did meet USAC
E-Rate rules.

2. By utilizing the State of Florida E-Rate contracts we are taking advantage of
consortia-enable bulk purchasing which is one of the new goals for the FCC
Chairman. The more units purchased thru consortia then the buying power is
increased thus reducing costs for the individual rate element.




4) Under the State of Florida E-Rate approved contract for Mobile Communications
Services Contract there are three Vendors: Verizon, at&t and Sprint.

e The Pricing Matrix attached verifies that at&t has the lowest price.

e Duval County Schools had experience with the on-line operation web page
from at&t for the administration of the Wireless Aircards. This familiarity
for non e-rate qualified personnel allowed faster implementation for the users
needing the Wireless LAN capability for users inside Schools. Field Techs
and DCPS Police — School Resource Officers for security.
This allowed public resources to be most effectively used and no additional
costs for deployment of software or training of the 3 Administrators.

Consistent with DA 05-2179 CC Docket No. 02-6

Duval County Public Schools shows no evidence of waste, fraud or abuse requests
that sections 54.504(c) of Commission’s rules be waived and that FRN 2470040 be

approved for funding.




