Access to internet is difficult enough and extremely limited in some areas. Competition only works to
benefit the consumer when there is real competition. This simply doesn’t exist in the broadband
market. States have created an effective monopoly for television and data providers and furthermore
governments have subsidized this practice and even gone so far as to codify it in law as in TN.

Since the private market has failed us in this regard we must have options. When there is a need and
our city is able to meet that need they should not have their hands tied by laws that impede progress
and growth. It is no mystery that cities that have implemented broadband networks have seen an
increase in skilled workers and an increase in available jobs. There is a need, cities are able and willing
to meet this need, only the state is holding them back out of reverence to private telecommunications
providers and old allegiances.

Please pre-empt these laws and swing open the door for continued progress.



