August 4, 2014
Federal Communications Commission
Re: Petition 14-116

| support the effort by the Chattanooga Electric Power Board (EPB) to provide high speed internet
service to areas outside its electric service area. | live in just such an area of southwest Bradley County,
which is apparently within the Charter Communications service area. However, they will not provide
service unless | pay close to $10,000 to extend their line less than one mile along a primary county road.
That is not a viable choice for wired high speed broadband.

My wife and | use the internet for business, research and entertainment as much as our current wireless
access will allow, given the limitations of speed, capacity, and costs inherent in wireless options. We
have tried various wireless internet options, most of which have onerous data caps and excessive
pricing, along with mediocre speed. EPB’s fiber optic broadband would provide us all the speed and
capacity we want at a reasonable price.

| believe there is plenty of demand in this area for EPB’s service, and they should not be prevented from
offering this service by a protectionist state law pushed through by monopolistic, hugely profitable
communications companies. These companies seem to believe that if they do not want to provide
service, than no other entity can provide it either. This is the opposite of a competitive, free market that
we enjoy for most other goods and services, including telecommunications.

The Federal Communications Commission should invalidate Tenn. Code Ann. § 7-52-601 (“Section 601”),
which prevents EPB from offering in Tennessee Internet and video programming services outside of
EPB’s electric service territory. The territorial restriction is an impermissible barrier to broadband
deployment that Congress requires the Commission to remove.

Sincerely,

Thomas C. Matthews
1191 Tunnel Hill Road SW
Cleveland, TN 37311



