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As an elected official and business owner in South Carolina, I am writing to you to express support for 
Federal Communications Commission Chairman Tom Wheeler's dynamic approach to open Internet 
regulation. Protecting the growth and innovation of the Internet, through support of Chairman Wheeler's 
proposal, is an opportunity to further the interests and prosperity of our constituents. The Internet has 
become an indispensable tool for South Carolina and as public servants, we should strive to make choices 
that promote this common good. 

An open and accessible Internet is integral to our communities' development and growth. It allows the 
average citizen to access a vast amount of resources and opportunities. The Internet empowers citizens 
and small businesses to take control of their healthcare, education, and relationships in a way that was not 
possible even ten years ago. Preserving the qualities that allowed the growth and innovation of the 
Internet is of paramount importance. . 

Chairman Wheeler' s proposal allows for exactly that. The proposal finds the right balance between 
innovation and Internet openness and will yield the most positive outcome for consumers and businesses. 
Although the original 2010 Open Internet Order was struck down, this new proposal foUows the same 
proven formula of successful regulation married with the adaptability necessary for the evolving Internet 
marketplace. These rules will allow for flexibility when handling future developments in the industry 
while maintaining the reality of open access to the Internet. 

Unfortunately, opponents of the proposal are advocating the reclassification of broadband services under 
Title II of the Telecommunications Act as an alternative. Title II, originally a measure designed for the 
telephone monopolies of the 20th century, is an ill-fitting solution that would stifle the dynamic Internet 
industry and impose higher costs on the consumer. The effects of Tide II were adequate for traditional 
telephone service but are clearly out of date for the modern Internet economy. Chairman Wheeler' s 
proposal will regulate effectively without being completely restrictive to the future growth of the Internet. 

Ultimately, the Internet has become.an essential resource for South Carolinians, and we cannot afford to 
let it become mired in restrictive regulation. Chairman Wheeler's light-touch regulatory approach not 
only takes into account this public interest, but it ensures that the Internet industry maintains its ability to 
innovate and grow. I hope you will work with your fellow commissioners to promote the. growth and 
potential of America's broadband economy. 

Sincerery, 

~~ 
Leon Howard 

cc: Adonis Hoffman, Chief of Staff/ Media Legal Advisor 


