
 

 

An Open Web allows free flow of communication and information, enables 
political activism and dissenting voices to be heard. Merger deals like Comcast 
TWC and AT&T DirecTV can threaten the Open Web. Please do not allow big 
cable and teleco companies to carve up the Internet into slow lanes for us and 
fast lanes for the wealthy with pay for play deals. A number of tech companies 
notably amazon.com which controls digital publishing, Apple Inc., which controls 
the legal market for digital music downloads and digital movie distribution, 
Google which dominates search, Facebook which dominates social networking 
and social search (a field Google is trying to get into) have gained enormous 
influence over the Web. Of these companies with the exception of Apple all of 

these companies and Microsoft oppose the Chairman’s proposal to allow 

individualized bargaining with pay to play deals on the Web.  Yes Microsoft which 
tried to dominate the Web and had a smart strategy to illegally use its Windows 
desktop operating system monopoly to gain dominance in the web browser 

market and other online sectors but was stopped by the Department of Justice’s 

Antitrust Division for anti competitive behavior is for true Network Neutrality. 
 

Notably absent is Apple Inc., which is seeking an expansion into digital 
publishing with its iPad. Apple Inc., which offers print photo products for its 
Mac and iOS users and has dominated the online media landscape for 

quite some time but faces competition from Amazon’s digital music and 

movie services plus competition from Google Play, and Microsoft’s Xbox 

Music & Video offerings has been seeking to gain dominant e-books share 
and according to DOJ tried to do so illegally by colluding with publishers to 
force Amazon to raise its prices. 
 
amazon.com is a giant online retailer of course which has been criticized of 
being the Wal-Mart of the Internet, treating workers poorly, bullying 
suppliers like Hachette in the e-books market by stopping pre-orders of 
their print titles to force Hachette to offer more discounts for Kindle owners; 
and recently Warner Bros and now the Walt Disney Company by stopping 
preorders of their movie discs; although Amazon Instant Video titles from 
these companies have remained unaffected. The Open Web is a powerful 
tool which allows such companies to engage in e-commerce. If there was 
no Net Neutrality when Amazon first opened its doors it would not exist 
today. Amazon has its pros and cons like any company. The Open Web as 
I said allows dissent and free flow of communications critical of 
corporations like these at the same time it allows startups to rise and 
challenge the leaders. Who would have guessed back in 2005-2006 when 



 

 

Pandora Media started up that by 2013-2014 it would steal market share 

from Apple’s iTunes Store as market trends would shift from mainly buying 

digital music to streaming audio services. In the same way digital movie 
sales have largely shifted to streaming services like Netflix Watch Now. 
 
  Without an Open Web would consumers even be able to email their 
Congressman or government agencies to voice concerns over media 
consolidation and anti competitive mergers like these? I think not.  


