
August 11, 2014 
 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
Re: GN Docket No. 14-28, Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet 
Re: MB Docket No. 14-57, Applications of Comcast Corp. and Time Warner Cable 
Inc. for Consent to Transfer Control of Licenses and Authorizations 
 

On Thursday, August 7, 2014, a collection of consumer groups and public interest 
advocates met with Commissioner Mignon Clyburn and Adonis Hoffman, her Chief of 
Staff and Senior Legal Advisor for Media issues.  
 

The meeting participants and representatives were Sean McLaughlin of Access 
Humboldt; Mike Wassenaar of Alliance Community Media; Maori Holmes of Blackstar 
Film Festival; Malkia Cyril of the Center for Media Justice; Rashad Robinson of 
ColorofChange.org; Kathy Bisbee of Community Media Access Partnership; Christopher 
Casey of Consumers Union; Lauren Wilson, Joseph Torres and Mary Alice Crim of Free 
Press; Casey Rae of Future of Music Coalition; Rebekah Phillips and Hannah Sassaman 
of Media Mobilizing Project; Jack Walsh of the National Alliance for Media Arts & 
Culture; Al Williams of Northampton Community Television; Gretjen Clausing and 
Antoine Haywood of PhillyCAM; Louis Massiah of Scribe Video Center; Nuala Cabral 
of POPPYN, Sanjay Jolly of Prometheus Radio Project; Nickey Robare and Chad 
Johnston of St. Paul Neighborhood Network; Bill Simmon of Vermont Community 
Access Media; Vanessa Graber of Common Frequency; Mitsuko Herrera of Montgomery 
County, Maryland Office of Cable and Broadband Services; and Zenaida Mendez and 
Dan Coughlin of the Manhattan Neighborhood Network. 
 

The participants generally expressed their gratitude for the Commissioner’s 
willingness to engage with the public and hear their concerns regarding the state of our 
media ecosystem. Many of us have seen first-hand how the open Internet and community 
media can empower people to tell their own stories and assume agency in their social, 
political and economic futures. Thus, it is critical that the Internet remain a level playing 
field for everyone and that funding be provided to support creation of local media 
content.  
 

To that end, the participants urged the Commissioner to advocate for strong open 
Internet rules that would not allow for blocking or unreasonable discrimination and to 
examine how the previous merger of Comcast and NBC-Universal has impacted local 
communities. Furthermore, we warned the Commissioner of the harms that would flow 
from allowing the merger of Comcast and Time Warner Cable—creating a cable and 



telecom behemoth with unprecedented gatekeeper power over the nation’s broadband and 
cable television infrastructure.  
 

Finally, the participants urged the Commissioner to continue meeting with the 
public and to encourage her fellow Commissioners to do the same. It has been more than 
five years since all five FCC commissioners left Washington, DC in an official capacity 
to hear from ordinary people how the agency’s policies impact consumers. The 
Commission should seize as many opportunities as possible to meet with the public 
before casting their votes on issues that will shape the future of how we connect and 
communicate.   
 

We file this notice pursuant to Sections 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules.  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned should you have any questions 
regarding this submission.  
 
        Respectfully submitted,  
 
         /s/ Lauren M. Wilson 
 
        Lauren M. Wilson 
        Policy Counsel 
        Free Press 
        202-265-1490 
        lwilson@freepress.net 
 
cc: Adonis Hoffman 


