
August 14, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554

 

Re: Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed 
National Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band, 
ET Docket No. 13-49 

Comments in Support of Petitions for Reconsideration of WISPA, Cambium 
Networks, JAB Wireless, and Mimosa Networks 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

TechAmerica, the public sector and public policy division of The Computing Technology 
Industry Association (“CompTIA”) hereby submits these comments in support of the 
Petitions filed by WISPA, Cambium Networks, JAB Wireless, and Mimosa Networks1 
seeking reconsideration of the out-of-band emissions (“OOBE”) limits for devices 
operating in the 5725-5850 MHz band adopted in the FCC’s First Report and Order2 in 
April.  

TechAmerica represents the full spectrum of the information technology and 
communications industry. Our members are at the forefront of innovation and provide a 
critical backbone that supports broader commerce and job creation. These members 
include major IT enterprise companies, small and medium sized IT solution providers, 
and the distribution partners that bring these products and services to market. A number 
of our members operate in rural parts of the country that aren’t served by traditional 
broadband providers, and many of these companies rely on wireless Internet service 
providers (“WISPs”) or have even become WISPs themselves.  

1 Petition of Cambium Networks, Ltd. for Partial Reconsideration, ET Docket No. 13-49 (filed  
June 2, 2014) (“Cambium Petition”); Petition of JAB Wireless, Inc. for Partial Reconsideration,  
ET Docket No. 13-49 (filed June 2, 2014) (“JAB Petition”); Petition of the Wireless Internet Service 
Providers Ass’n for Partial Reconsideration, ET Docket No. 13-49 (filed June 2, 2014) (“WISPA 
Petition”); Petition of Mimosa Networks, Inc. for Partial Reconsideration, ET Docket No. 13-49 (filed June 
2, 2014) (“Mimosa Petition”).  
2 See Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National Information 
Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band, First Report and Order, 29 FCC Rcd 4127 (2014). 



WISPs provide broadband to roughly 3 million customers nationwide, nearly all of whom 
are in rural areas and who have no other broadband options.3 WISPs play an under-
appreciated role in providing broadband to customers who are too expensive for the 
traditional broadband providers to serve. TechAmerica is concerned that the FCC’s new 
OOBE limit will significantly damage WISPs’ abilities to deliver broadband to their 
customers in the future and may ultimately render the 5725-5850 MHz band, which most 
WISPs currently rely on,4 unusable for long-distance point-to-point transmissions.  

The record demonstrates that it ultimately may be too expensive for equipment 
manufacturers to make new devices to operate in the 5725-5850 band once the OOBE 
limit goes into effect.5  The net result is that in two years, manufacturers will likely stop 
making equipment to operate in the band altogether. Consequently, once the 
grandfathered equipment is no longer functional, there won’t be any new equipment to 
replace it, WISPs will not be able to purchase new equipment for the band to improve 
their capacity or expand their coverage area, and WISP operations in the band will cease.  
And even if manufacturers decide to ultimately produce new equipment, the new 
restrictions will reduce the capacity and range of transmissions in the band dramatically. 
That means that unless WISPs deploy additional costly equipment that will raise service 
prices, WISP customers will encounter greatly reduced speeds or could lose their service 
completely.  

The FCC has cited harmful interference with Terminal Doppler Weather Radar 
(“TDWR”) as the primary reason for this rule change, but the record is devoid of 
evidence that WISPs complying with the current Section 15.247 OOBE limit are causing 
such interference. Whatever benefits the Commission believes they are gaining from this 
change are vastly outweighed by the fact that millions of Americans could potentially 
lose the only broadband access they have. It is particularly surprising considering the 
Commission’s stated goal of bringing broadband to all Americans. 

Given the record before it, we hope the Commission reconsiders this rule change and 
retains the existing OOBE limits in Section 15.247 indefinitely for devices operating in 
the 5725-5850 band. 

3 Comments of WISPA, ET Docket No. 13-49 (May 28, 2013) (“WISPA Comments”) at 2. 
4 Id. at 3.
5 See Cambium Petition at 7-8. 


