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Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
  
Re: Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed 
National Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band, 
ET Docket No. 13-49 
  
Comments in Support of Petition for Reconsideration of WISPA, Cambium, Mimosa Networks 
and JAB 
  
Dear Ms. Dortch, 
 
WVVA.net Inc. is a wireless internet service provider (WISP) located in southwestern Virginia.  
Our company provides access directly to almost 1,000 customers in 7 counties throughout rural 
Virginia and West Virginia.  We also partner with neighboring Counties (Bland and Tazewell) to 
provide service to several hundred additional customers as well as provide connectivity for 
emergency services (e-911), schools, and other local government needs. 
 
We are writing in support of the petitions from WISPA, Cambium Networks, Mimosa Networks, 
and JAB.  These petitioners ask the FCC to retain the section 15.247 Ghz out-of-band emissions 
limit for the 5.725-5.850 Ghz Band.  In the First Report and Order in this proceeding, the FCC 
voted to replace the OOBE limit with the much more restrictive limits in Section 15.407.  This 
decision will greatly impact WVVA.net’s ability to provide our much needed services to the 
rural communities of our region. 
 
Due to the type of terrain we cover, we rely heavily on this spectrum to provide long range 
backhauls to our service areas.  These changes would cause a link distance reduction of 
approximately sixty-five percent on our current backhauls as well as limit our channel choices 
needed to supply multiple areas service from one tower location.  Eighty percent of our 
backhauls would no longer work after this revision is in place.  Build out of additional sites in 
the most of the region is almost impossible due to zoning restrictions and National Forest lands.    
Cost would skyrocket to provide services as many more sites would be required to cover the 
same areas we currently cover. 
 
The financial impact on our current network from these revisions would be approximately 
$350,000/year in revenue and could reach close to $750,000/year when factored into our 
currently planned expansion projects.  If the revisions remain in place, we would have no choice 



but to re-evaluate the practicality of our expansion plans.  This will cost many jobs for the area 
as well as prevent many rural Americans access to much needed Internet and VOIP services. 
 
We are aware of the need to prevent interference in other bands and especially to TDWR, but no 
evidence has ever been shown that legally operating Section 15.247 equipment causes this.  
Most, if not all, of the current interference issues experienced by TDWR and other services is 
being caused by illegally modified equipment.  Changing OOBE restrictions, in this case, will 
not solve the interference problem. 
 
Thank you for your time in this matter.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Michael Clemons 
President 
WVVA.net Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


